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Analyzing the importance of patents in knowledge flow and their
past and future effect on technology development indicated that at
least 10 years should be passed from their release in order to their real
effect on technology be seen. The mean of generality grade to
determine the effect and application of patents in different subject
areas showed that in addition to patents’ effect in electronics field,
they have a high tendency to have relations with other subject areas. It
was also found that there existed a significant relation between
forward and backward looking measures, showing the dependence of
future effect of a patent to its backward citations.
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