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pic1: Lag is a term used instead of 

"deterioration", which refers to a place being 

left behind in time. Mashhad deteriorated 

fabric, photo: Abolfath Sepanloo, 2013.
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pic2: Partnership is a necessary issue in order to unite the 

government and the public in the modernization measures 

and to compensate for delayed justice and it's realization. 

Uromieh deteriorated fabric, photo: Abolfath Sepanloo, 2013.
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Lag1    
is not Necessity,
is the Delay of Justice

 Pic 2 

Abstract |  Recent efforts in 

regeneration of lagged urban 

areas from late developments 

have not led to an acceptable 

result to come out of the 

current unpleasant situation. 

This indicates the inadequacy 

and inconsistency of program 

with aspects of change 

process. If excessive efforts to 

transform the current threat 

of lagged urban areas to urban 

development opportunities 

are far away from achieving 

the goal, the uncertainty of 

the issue will be acceptable. 

Therefore, returning back to 

the beginning of the cycle of 

knowing the lag and efforts to 

contemporize the lagged urban 

areas becomes a necessity. A 

verification of the issue requires 

the specific terminology 

of this field of study. This 

terminology tries to shed light 

on the meaning and the scope 

of lagged urban areas and the 

way of regeneration in a closely 

definition framework.

The lagged urban areas 

demonstrate one or more 
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aspect of lag including “Social 

abnormalities, cultural 

lag, psychological-health 

crisis, mental disorders, 

functional incompatibility, 

and the economic decline, 

lack of updated urban utilities, 

environmental pollution, 

motion difficulties, and decline 

of social prestige”.

Urban areas do not have equal 

“living level”. “Living level” is 

the extent to which one can 

benefit from city utilities and 

urban amenities. The differences 

between “living level” in a part 

of “urban areas” from “ is below” 

the “average living level”. In 

other words, they are “lagged” 

behind the developments and 

“lagging” is resulted from 

attachment or detachment to 

“time” that “drives changes”. 

Time changes in three levels of 

global, national and local. Every 

change obtains a meaning from 

transition from “what it is” to 

“what it should be” and clear 

definition of “what it should be” 

requires knowledge; the one that 

can help us distinguish right 

from wrong and offer us a clear 

view of the actual situation of 

urban areas. 

“Regeneration” is not a simple 

issue against “lagging” nor 

a linear compensation of it. 

“Regeneration”, meaning 

“placement of place in time” 

creates new spaces and 

flourishes on diminishing the 

“lagging” situation. 

In such a framework, the 

regeneration makes the city a 

subject of “what it should be”. 

In regeneration as Protagoras 

quotes man is the measure of 

all things. If so, we cannot enter 

the life of “measure of all things 

and undertake their unwilling 

changes with primary ways of 

(Renovation, rehabilitation, 

regeneration, restoration).
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Endnote
1. Lag is a term used instead of 

deterioration, which refers to a 

place being left behind in time
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