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An experience of Architecture 
in social cohesion- Mosque of 
“Rijeka” in Croatia

The social segregation is undesirable and 

architecture and landscape architecture 

can both establish a strong linkage and 

decrease these social damages. In the 15th 

workshop on new theories, the positive 

effect of the presence of minorities in 

contemporary architectural of society 

Europe were reviewed from social and 

cultural perspective by "Vedran Obucina", 

scholar at Center of Mediterranean Studies.

To indicate the subject's importance, firstly 

the context of the mosque development 

must be scrutinized. The  policy of 

European countries does not allow the 

participation of minorities in the context 

of the community yet. Similarly, the EC 

had also developed a phobia and considers 

the minorities specially Muslims as a 

threat both to the political and social 

class. European politicians' approach to 

multicultural societies recognizes the 

individual members of a minority group 

while ignores their collective identity.

In Croatia, a Catholic country and an EU 

member, there is a different approach. 

Due to extensive historical experiences, 

the government and the people accept the 

presence of the minority community not 

as a stranger. The community of Croatian 

Muslims contributes to 2% of the whole 

population of the country which are widely 

spread throughout the Croatian land. 

Although at some courses the non-Catholic 

religions were limited by the church, 

fascist and communist governments, 

the experience of living with Muslims in 

Croatia throughout history has led to a 

kind of peaceful coexistence. Croatia is 

among the three countries in the European 

Union since 1916, who has accepted 

Islam as one of the official religions of the 

country. The solid and clear rules about 

religious freedom and the constitution 

allow them to promote, teach and establish 

religious propaganda and governmental 

budgets are allocated to these activities.

The first Zagreb Mosque, built during the 

reign of fascism by changing a museum 

to a mosque based on a political decision, 

did not last long. But the Rejika mosque 

was built with a completely different 

approach to the whole Europe and other 

Croatian mosques with a symbol of 

Croatia's basic approach to a change in 

society and government. After the incident 

of September 11th and the consequent 

events, Muslims were mainly considered 

as terrorists. Croatian and Bosnian 

Muslim community tried to tackle this 

Islamophobia in an official statement. They 

were demanding that Europe acknowledges 

Islam as one of the official religions 

and Muslims of Europe accept their 

responsibility as a citizen in return.

As a result, the picture of Muslims was 

turned from terrorists to a positive a 

minority group in the society owing to the 

architecture as a powerful media applied in 

changing people’s mentality.

Rejika Mosque was initially supported by 

the Croatian government since the land 

was provided by the municipality and its 

budget was prepared by the government 

and foreign aids. The mosque was built 

in the coastal spot which benefits from 

full potential of the natural context 

blended with Mediterranean landscape. 

The architect “DušanDžamonja” has 

taken religious goals and regional 

traditions into consideration: Materials 

recall the traditional architecture of the 

Mediterranean region. The area around 

the mosque has also been constructed with 

respect to the traditional Mediterranean 

garden stone decoration with an emphasis 

on the local plants. Since the dry slab 

stone walls are of great importance in 

rural landscape of Croatia country and in 

the collective memory of all Croats, the 

architect has used the rocks for linking the 

context and the new architectural element.

Two separate courtyards inside and outside 

of the mosque were planned in design 

of the mosque: the outer yard acts as a 

dynamic urban space not only accessible 

for Muslims but to all city. In fact, this 

space provides extensive interaction 

between Muslims and non-Muslims 

for public events. Allocating cultural 

applications such as a mosque, library, 

conference hall, restaurant in this series 

had transformed it into a dynamic space.

The purpose of the construction of 

the mosque is to show the European 

communities that building a mosque 

in the city center does not threaten the 

cultural landscape of the city and enhance 

this landscape and expose the identity 

of Muslim minority group without any 

cultural or social problems. This project 

shows how landscape architecture can 

reduce social problems and bring us 

a better understanding of each other. 

Unfortunately it does not seem that other 

countries recognize Croatia’s approach to 

the issue and Islamophobia still remains 

strong in Europe.
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