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Professional and Applied Necessities of Landscape Architectur
Mojtaba Ansari, Ph.D in Architecture, Associate Professor at Faculty of Architecture,
Tarbiat Modarres University, Tehran, Iran

Regarding the development of science and technical fields, advances in technology and the increase
of technical graduates in the fields of landscape architecture, it is essential to consider the importance
and complexity of human characteristics and respond to the spiritual, psychological, mental, cultural,
religious and local needs. Despite this, few consultants are known in the field of landscape architecture
and the specialized consultants do not play a major role in the society yet. Therefore it is necessary
to utilize every specialization to enhance the quality of life, particularly Muslim people of Iran. In this
regard, we can determine the role of landscape architects in workgroups of designing consultants in
every constructional and sustainable development project as well as engaging landscape architects
to work in management, development and maintenance, particularly in technical workgroups of the
Ministry of Roads and Urban Development, in cities, provinces and municipalities.

Having established the Association of Landscape Architects and having the objectives listed
in act | of the "Development, advance and science promotion of landscape architecture and
qualitative development of expertise” accomplished through professional conferences, courses
and apprenticeship, research projects, the identification and promotion of landscape architecture is
achievable.
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Organizational and
Associational Necessity of
Founding Scientific Association

of Landscape Architecture
Mohammad Javad Saghfi, Ph.D in
Architecture, Professor at Faculty of
Architecture, University of Tehran, Iran

Although landscape in the modem global village
today is considered a new science, it has been wide-
ly presented in academic and professional fields.
This particular approach to landscape has led to a
new independent operational position in areas of
management, decision making and implementation.

Internationally, landscape architects also have
the right to make decisions, manage, plan and im-
plement their ideas in their own areas of expertise.
However, this requires a particular institution and
a legal and professional framework to result in an
effective relationship with beneficiary communities
and government agencies. Keeping pace with the
growing trend of this profession in the world and ac-
quiring an independent identity in order to stabilize
its indigenous position requires a united organiza-
tion of landscape architecture science whose main
purpose is to defend the common interests of this
profession and improve the economic and social sit-
uations of landscape architects in Iran. Foundation
of Iranian Saociety of Landscape Architecture leads
to an integrated movement of Iranian landscape ar-
chitects towards a united goal. This united aim is to
provide specialized services in the development of
society and the development of science.
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Landscape and Respective

Advantages of Iranian culture
Shohreh Javadi, Ph.D in Art History, Assistant
Professor at University of Tehran, Iran

Iran is a unique land enriched with a culture
rooted in naturalistic beliefs and religions; Irani-
ans cherish natural objects such as the sun and
the moon, the earth, water, fire and they have
created myths and gods for these sacred el-
ements on the basis of their naturalistic ideas.
Continuity of such beliefs and cultures stemmed
from nature has led to creation of astonishing
masterpieces from the ancient times to the Is-
lamic era and contemporary Iranian art, archi-
tecture, poetry and literature and the invention of
various types of art for making gardens, temples,
palaces and hunting places in the mountains
and adjacent to the holy waters to represent and
manifest the nature in civilization of this land.

Although there has been segregation between
the current culture and ancient civilization in the
contemporary period, the civilization culture of
this ancient land is still alive owing to the efforts
of Iranian intellectuals, youth and elderly of this
country so that the entire world can benefit from
this rich culture.

The pioneers of this landscape and naturalistic
culture and particularly the Iranian Scientific As-
sociation of Landscape Architects have a major
duty to revive this sacred heritage for represent-
ing it to the entire world.
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Scientific and Developmental

Necessities in field of Landscape
Mahdi Zandieh, Ph.D in Landscape
Architecture, Assistant Professor at
Faculty of Architecture, Imam Khomeini
International University, Qazvin, Iran

History of landscape architecture at the
universities goes back about 50 years
before the universities of Europe. Various
scientific associations of this field have been
globally successful in establishing integrity.
Establishment of Iranian scientific association
of landscape architecture has been parallel to
scientific and developmental necessities in the
country.

Micro-scale and macro-scales research
and developments and the increase of
communication of sciences with landscape
due to the change of this field from being an
interdisciplinary to a major discipline has led
to theoretical development and acceptance of
diverse perspectives in this area. Accordingly,
in order to improve the knowledge, attitudes,
skills of human resources, organizations and
institutions related to areas of landscape
professionals and enhancement of capabilities,
knowledge distribution and coordination of
opinions and perspectives of new graduates
with the global new theories of this filed, Iranian
Scientific Association of Landscape architecture
can serve as a communication center between
the universities and the professionals and its
research activities can be used as a base for
high-level decision makers in various fields of
science. Moreover, Iranian Scientific Association
of Landscape Architecture as an efficient
institution could offer an opportunity to connect
with the global sciences and provide an effective
participation of the Iranian scientific association
theoretical field.
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Iran and Persian Landscape
Ahmad Ali Farzin, Ph.D. in Architecture,
Assistant Professor at Faculty of
Architecture, University of Tehran, Iran

An ancient Greek anecdote tells: “While we
teach science to your children; Iranians teach
virtues and erudition to theirs”. This erudition
accompanied by knowledge, is the essence
of Persian culture and a strategic mean which
should be pursued in an association of science
educators of the new science of landscape.

The new world has witnessed the theoret-
ical achievements of landscape architecture
and its application in the design and utiliza-
tion of opportunities to create spaces in the
scale of humans and for humans. Notation of
teachings and learning worldwide experienc-
es in the field of landscape are considered the
characteristics of a researcher and a knowl-
edge seeker, in terms of theory and action,
which has been consistently advised by elders
of Iran. Thereby, our approach should be "to
achieve global knowledge and to be believers
rather than being selfish in designing and deci-
sion making, to lose our doubts and have faith
in our experts since “Persian landscape is a
deep source that should be utilized to promote
the society.

Whenever Persian landscape is discussed,
the culture, manners and customs of Iranians
which have also been noticed by foreigners
promptly comes to mind. It is obvious that
Iranian supreme virtue has been genuine-
ly appreciated particularity by Iranians who
adore their country and consider it the most
beautiful. Attachment to Iran is considered a
virtue among Iranians Excellence. It is a tradi-
tion that should regularize the growth pace of
young generation and the Iranian Association
of Landscape Architects. This is an advice that
history has taught the Iranians in determining
their practices and attitudes.
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Future Vision for Activities of Iranian Scientific Association of
Landscape Architecture
Mehdi Sheibani, M.A in Architecture, Professor at Faculty of Architecture, Shahid
Beheshti University, Tehran, Iran

The goal of the scientific association of landscape architecture is the promotion of scientific and
professional knowledge and creativity of the specific field of landscape architecture and the experts of
this scientific-artistic field.

Landscape architecture has a long proliferous history in accompaniment of architecture and urbanism
which is constantly flourishing over time. In contemporary times, landscape architecture has been
successful in designing exteriors as well as being effective in the field of sciences which are related to the
city, architecture and urbanism academically, scientifically and administratively. Vision for activities of the
association in the field of landscape architecture in the near future encompasses several measures of
research, education, academic and scientific communication, administrative and professional aspects of
landscape architecture as well as the development and distribution of the culture of landscape architecture.

Therefore, it is essential to include the followings in the programs of the association:

- Promotion of research and educational activities in the field of landscape with an interactive approach
to national and international academic institutions.

- Planning and management of facilitations to provide cooperation between landscape professionals in
implementation and professional fields

- Development and distribution of landscape culture through publishing national and international

magazines, website, and holding seminars.
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Landscape, Nature and Urban Green Space
Mohsen Kafi, Ph.D. in Green Space, Professor at Faculty of Agriculture, University of Tehran, Iran

Citycism is a commonplace phenomenon in metropolises which have not developed sustainably nor
grew ecologically. Having such problems has impaired the mental condition of both the right and left
hemispheres and has led to debilitation in distinguishing of the good from the bad by citizens! Landscape
architecture and its naturalistic approach to utilize soft elements such as plants and water is a way to
alleviate the violent manifestation of the dynamic nature of concrete and iron and to balance the two
hemispheres mentally. Possibly, we can think of a better mental balance for future generations, supposing
that the influence of naturalism in landscape architecture, planning and urban design is enhanced.

What is presented as engineering science of green space in urban area in the field of landscape is an
interactive relationship between architectural approaches in urban planning and design and technology
of construction and maintenance of “miniature nature of city" or "green spaces".

In other words, landscape architecture opposes the notion of mono dimensional economy oriented
(Third World) urban landscape to demand nature revival. Nature is created and maintained in the context
of art and science of green space engineering to be oriented toward the development of a process to
amend the current unfit regulations in a perfect development. Eventually the relationship between green
space engineering and landscape architecture will be repeated as the relation between architecture and
civil engineering.

Meanwhile, “Iranian scientific association of landscape architecture " plays a vital role as the centre
for explaining definitions, strategies, policies and nature based programs in urban and suburban
environments.
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Landscape and its Scientific and

Professional Status in the World
Mohsen Feizi, Ph.D in Landscape
Architecture, Professor at Faculty of
Architecture, Iran University of Science
and Technology, Tehran, Iran

Currently, the relationship between science
and practice in the field of landscape has
become more prominent so that special features
of landscape architecture profession, requires
the landscape architects to achieve the wide
range of knowledge about the sciences of nature
in addition to gain knowledge about artistic
creativity. Moreover, the country's need for
specialists in the field of landscape architecture
and its application requires a specialized
approach to address the aspects of education
and research in this field. Regarding the specific
nature of landscape and its being needed in
many organizations, especially municipalities
and other departments, we are witnessing
the development of a growing business for
this profession. In this context, founding an
association with the goal of quantitative and
qualitative improvement of academic and
professional activities of landscape architects
in Iran and their further communication with the
world seems essential.

Overall, the development of the Iranian
Scientific Association of Landscape Architecture
and the national and international scientific and
professional status of landscape architecture
can be promoted by defining and presenting
research projects in related fields, holding
academic and vocational courses and
workshops, communicating with national and
foreign universities, scientific and professional
institutions and by writing and translating
books on theoretical and professional basis of

landscape architecture.



Landscape and Sustainable
Development

Mohammad Reza Masnavi, Ph.D. in
Architecture, Associate Professor at Faculty
of Environment, University of Tehran, Iran

The emergence of the “sustainable
development" theory in the nineties conveyed
new horizons for the professional design of
built environment and urban development. The
consequences of such developments revised the
knowledge of landscape architecture extremely
and created major changes in the size and scope
of this science. Today, landscape is highly taken
into consideration not only for offering aesthetic
aspects and for being a system which contains
resources and energy, but also as a context for
natural and human phenomena with social and
cultural characteristics.

Sustainable development as a holistic
approach and a system of contemplation
has developed internationally over a short
span of time. Regarding the significance of
"Landscape" as the foundation of life resources,
biodiversity and the continued survival of
organisms, landscape architects should gain
knowledge and be equipped by the systematic
and ecosystem approach to landscape as the
"source" and develop concepts and applications
in landscape ecology, to apply principles of
landscape ecology for planning and design so
that they could maintain the balance of nature in
urban areas and natural ecosystems and help
sustainable development goals to be achieved.

In this context, there is a need for excessive
works in order to expand and develop indigenous
knowledge in landscape architecture and to
improve environmental, natural and artificial
structures on various scales through research
and education. These extreme changes and the
relation of this discipline with various aspects of
sustainable development as well as separation
of the academic community and professional
association from these developments greatly
justifies the most important need for upgrading
and promoting landscape architecture in Iran.
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Introduction

Iranian Scientific Association of Land-
scape Architecture (IRSALA), founded
in February 2013, is considered a ma-
jor turning point in scientific and profes-
sional societies related to the issues of
place and space.

Innovative Human achievement and
scientific knowledge as well as new
approaches in confronting our sur-
rounding environment, has resulted in
the creation of landscape planning and
design as a new science-oriented disci-
pline which continuously is developing
and growing rapidly. Connected with
other sciences, landscape architecture
discipline created new fields and hori-
zons that each responds to require-
ments of modern cultural Man who is
facing multiple pressures in their living
environment.

Now, at the end of the first year of
Iranian Scientific Association of Land-
scape Architecture establishment, in
response to the necessity of estab-
lishing the association a Manifesto by
the ten founding members of ISASLA
is presented in the form of an analytic
statement at the first Annual Congress
of Iranian Scientific Association of Land-
scape Architecture on 12th March 2014
to our enthusiastic readers.

We genuinely hope that the ex-
cellence and success of IRSALA be
achieved through participation of young
and professionals experts this field.
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Landscape, the Future Discipline
Seyed Amir Mansouri, Ph.D in Landscape Architecture, Assistant Professor at Faculty of
Architecture, University of Tehran, Iran

Discipline, as an independent branch of science, is an integrated field of expertise that is formed by
experts of this field who are engaged in similar researches. Intellectual development of science and
empirical findings on the one hand and the old discipline combined together, which are initially called
interdisciplinary, on the other hand creates new types of discipline that is also possible in landscape
science as well.

Consideration of the two-dimensional "objective - subjective” nature in landscape science as an
irrefrangible block leads to the identification of a new field in human life which plays the main role of
"space” in the environment.

Cognition of this phenomenon is achieved by science and created by art. In contrast to architecture
in which artistic creativity in general combined with empirical skills leads to creation, landscape is
initially known as a science of defining space combined with the art of creation. Presently, landscape
is the science and art of cognition and creation of (exterior) space. This approach during the period
of gradual elimination of art from architecture and urbanism, which were originally intended for this
purpose, can be able to meet the needs of future human to space according to his instinct. Therefore,
landscape can be considered as read the future discipline.






