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an analysis of the conditions of Zoroastrians in Isfahan
during Safavid period based on the travel diaries

Mohsen LotfAbadi 2

Abstract

The discussion about the religious minorities in historical researches is of high
significance; it is important because with the help of that one is able to figure out the
religious policies of a regime. The aim of this study is to scrutinize the condition of the
Zoroastrians in Isfahan during Shi’a regime of the Safavids based on the travel diaries.
The Zoroastrians lived in Isfahan from Shah Abbas the First reign because he forced
many of them to immigrate to Yazd and Kerman in 1018 Q. Shah Abbas made them
the residents of a faraway place called “Gabr Abad”. The Zoroastrians of Isfahan had
their own specials customs and way of living, earned their living from agriculture, and
led a poor life. This study shows that the strict religious policies in Safavids period,
Zoroastrians except from the time of Shah Abbas monarchy, suffered from an
ignominious condition, and were always insulted by Safavids’ kings. That is why with
the invasion of Afghans, they became their accomplices to overthrow Safavids dynasty.
Keywords:The Zoroastrians of Isfahan , Safavids, religious policies
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