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Studying about the Concept Imamate According to Two Sects:
Shiite and Zaidiyyah
Seyyed Ehsan Sadeghiyan?

Abstract

As the first important controversy in the history of Islam, Imamate made the
first religious sects and branches among the Moslems. The Moslems following
the Imamate theory classified later to three main sects: Zeidis, Esmailism,
twelver (Ithna’ashariyyah). This paper, according to historical method,
wants to study the concept Imamate in view point of Zaidi and twelver. This
article’s founds show that in the course of history, in spite of all their
similarities about the Imamate, these two sects, by historical events and
different interpretations of Imami and Zaidi religious leaders, gradually
experienced more differences among themselves: the method for electing the
Imam, his characteristics, number of the Imams and their duties and
authorities.

Keywords: Shiite, Imami, Zaidiyyah, Imam, Imamate.
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? . MA Candidate of the History of Islam, Shahid Beheshti University.
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