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Abstract:

One of the characteristics of third world countries is
high population density and activity concentration and
spatial inequality of social facilities. In this context, the
regional disparities in terms of indicators is one of the
important means in planning through which planners
can evaluate the results of programs in geographical
context.

This paper examines the spatial disparities and develops
strategiesto achieve regional balance in East Azarbaijan
Province. Studying spatial problems in distribution of
population and facilities by using indicators and
measures in social, economic fields, and access of the
towns of the province to social facilities and service
reveals that poor servicing to rural areas and lack of
logical connection of villages with higher levels, lack of
settlement in the settlement hierarchy system of the
province, lack of attention to the role of the meddle
cities in modulation of hierarchy system and making
relation with small habitat.

This all leads to high concentration of population,
services and investments in the city of Tabriz and its
suburbs and the spatial heterogeneity and the
backwardness of other areas, particularly rural areas of
Eastern Azarbaijan province.

Keywords: Space Balance, Regional Inequalities
Meddle Cities, Urban System, East Azarbaijan.
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