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Fig. 2. Paintings covered with a layer of plaster - Karim Khani Arg of
Shiraz, the end of second Pahlavi era. Source: Center of Documentaries
of Cultural Heritage Organization of Fars, 2011.
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Fig. 3. Paintings revealed after the removal of plaster layer in Karim
Khani Arg of Shiraz, the end of second Pahlavi era. Source: Center of

Documentaries of Cultural Heritage Organization of Fars, 2011.
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Fig. 1. From right: Master Mosavvar-ol-Maleki, Mirza Aqa Emami, Jaaf-
ar Rashtian, Javad Rostam Shirazi. Source: Razani, 2008.

Serkis Khachatoorian. Source: Khachatoor, 1996.

Hossein Ghahremani. Source: private archive of Artist, 2012.
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Fig. 4. Layers of paintings worked over each other, from right, castle Chehel Sotoon in Esfahan and castle Hasht Behesht in Esfahan. Photo by : Nayeri,
P, 2011.
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Fig. 6. From right, the mural in the main hall of Chehel Sotoon hall (dating back to the 40s) and the restored mural by master Rostam Shirazi as well as
the restored personage in middle. Photo by : Nayeri, P, 2011.
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Fig. 7. Designs of

flower and bird
reconstructed in
Narenjestan
Qavam mansion
in Shiraz.

Photo by :
Nayeri, P, 2012.
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A look at methods used for restoration of murals in Iran before 60s

Abdolrasool Vatandoust”
Seyed Mohammad Beheshti™
Parastoo Nayeri™

Abstract

The methods that Iranian experts used to restore murals before the 60s were not based on the methods intro-
duced by Italy’s Council of Experts (ISMEO). Examples of such methods included removing the overpaint
as well as putting plaster on the murals. Hossein Aqajani-Esfahani, an Iranian expert who worked with
ISMEO over the restoration of historical sites in Isfahan, says using plaster and removing the overpaint
were common methods to restore murals in Iran in the early years that experts started to restore the murals
in the country.

However, he says, such methods ignore the value of the originality of murals as well as their intended
functions. Aqajani-Esfahani has emphasized that the murals could have been better restored because they
needed a special treatment specifically considering that many of them like the ones by masters such as
Mosavvar-ol-Maleki, Javad Rostam Shirazi and others which were used in historical sites in Isfahan and
Shiraz contained several layers of paint.

The present research is meant to shed light on the researches that have been carried out into the restoration
of murals in Iran. A main target has also been to find out whether there were any researchers over this sub-
ject before the 60s. The ultimate objective is to emphasize the need for such researches in order to promote
the expertise of restoration of murals in Iran. All these made the researchers of the present article to have a
close look at the traditional methods of restoration of murals in Iran before the 60s.

By considering the above, the most important question now is whether the methods used for restoration of
murals very really effective or not
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Protection, Traditional repair, Murals.
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