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Upsidedownness: A New Approach to Curriculum Design in Professional
Fields (with emphasis on Education)
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M. Mehrmohammadi., (Ph.D) & F. Mahmoodi., (ph.D)

Abstract: Curriculum is one of the most important components
of higher education system determining the extent of
accomplishments associated with the system. Considering rapid
global developments and changing needs of societies, curricula in
higher education should be reevaluated to retain its
responsiveness and timeliness with regard to such evolving
needs. Educational Design Research (EDR) was fit as the
methodology for collect data from a library and documents. Study
results show that the Higher Education cannot meet the
requirements a society may demand, so it needs revisiting, and
research results show several problems such as the lack of
practical and up to date curriculum, lack of communication with
the community. On the other hand, Higher Education is seeking
to revise the Goals and Programs and pay attention to pay more
attention to qualitative aspects. Some of the Goals include
practical and applied curriculum, demand-driven and customer-
oriented, community and university partnerships, emphasis on
needs of Community. The Upset down curriculum design
(UDCD) approach to curriculum design is one of the approaches
that emphasis on collaborative and active learning, greater
importance on learning than teaching, customer-oriented
university, "mode 2" knowledge production and  somatic
knowledge, combining theoretical and professional training with
problem-based learning curriculum, etc. Upset down curriculum
design deals with combining applied and theoretical knowledge
with clinical knowledge and connecting the Field work
experiences to the classroom environment, draws on a new
learning environment aimed at authentic response to the real
problems, and develops problem-solving skills, creative and
critical thinking, problem formulation problem finding and
problem management skills in students. This approach can be
administered in year, a term, half a term or a month.

Key words: University-based Curriculum (UBC), Upside Down
Curriculum, development in Higher Education in Iran, Student-
oriented Curriculum
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