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Pic1: Where the density 

of ash trees was high, the 

ecological and aesthetic 

integrity of neighborhoods 

was dramatically changed, 

often in a single season, 

along with the restorative 

I#;#M<0! 3$/N:D#D! IA! <=#0#!

trees, Ann Arbor, Michigan. 

Source: www.city-data.com
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Abstract: Experience with nature contributes 

to human wellbeing and environmental stew-

ardship. Both may be affected when people 

experience local environmental disturbances. I 

test the hypothesis that relatively gradual eco-

logical disturbance in urban areas increases 

awareness and appreciation of urban nature 

and environmental stewardship. In recent years 

the Emerald Ash Borer killed 10,000 street 

trees in Ann Arbor, Michigan. 

Findings indicate that those experiencing tree 

?/00!6#$#!0:%;:M12;<?A!P/$#!#;%2%#D!6:<=!;2<>$#!

and more willing to participate in stewardship. 

The degree of increased engagement was direct-

ly related to the individual’s proximity to the distur-

I2;1#(!9$/Z:P:<A!</!<=#!?/00!620!2?0/!2!0:%;:M12;<!

contributor to respondents’ appreciation of urban 

nature and the feeling that street trees enhance 

sense of wellbeing.

However, regardless of proximity to tree loss, 

responses to items concerning appreciation of 

urban nature and the feeling that street trees en-

hance sense of wellbeing were extremely high. 

The results of this study suggest that recovery 

from ecological disturbance may be best support-

ed by stewardship activities that engage citizens 

in what the care about, in ways that foster wellbe-

ing of both the self and the urban ecosystem.

Keywords: Street trees, Wellbeing, Place 

attachment, Urban forest, Green infrastructure, 

Public rights-of-way.
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This article is translated and summarized in:
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