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Pic1: Recreational -tourism
complex of Maharloo Lake.
This set was designed by
Cultural heritage organiza-
tion in 2009 which unfortu-
nately has been abandoned
completely due to disregard-
ing the climate and tourism
sustainable development
principles in this region.
Photo: Zahra Nayeri, 2011.
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Pic4: Revivals of agricul-
tural landscape of the re-
gion combined with tourism
landscape. Photo by: Brian
Davis, 2009.
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Pics2&3: Constructed col-
lages from the lake land-
scaping attractions indicate
mutual interaction of salt
bed and tourism. Source:
Zahra Nayeri, 2012.
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Revival of Recreational Landscape in Maharloo Lake

Zahra Nayeri, M.A. in Landscape Architecture, University of Tehran, Iran. zahra.nayeri@ut.ac.ir

Abstract:Sustainability concept in tourism is one of the most important and
the most challenging concepts of tourism development that has been proposed
as a framework for understanding the socio-economic development processes,
and the management of natural resources and tourism, during the past few
decades. Sustainable tourism is an achieving to quality growth so that, not only
destroys natural and artifact environments, but also protects local community’s
culture, history and heritage. The concept of sustainable tourism development
implies that tourism development in traditional form includes negative effects
for all natural, social and economical environments. Furthermore, despite the
great advantages of this industry, if its development does not attend the policies
and environmental attitudes programs and not to emphasize sustainability of
development, it will certainly cause many negative effects to the environment.
In fact, both development and ecological protection move toward recreational
sustainability so that studying sustainable recreation as an effective action to
all development elements is more necessitated than ever. In order to design
and revive the recreational landscape in tourism areas and also to protect their
environment, it is necessary to use the sustainable recreation principles. There-
fore, revival of recreational landscapes, such as Maharloo Lake landscaping,
which has specific ecotourism potential, is very dependent on using tourism
sustainability principles. Maharloo lake recreational region of Shiraz also needs
to consider the sustainability factors in tourism section since it is one of the
prepared regions in attracting tourists and one of the unique landscapes in salt
production. This lake as a seasonal landscape elements, have many tourism
landscaping aspects and have been identified by its natural landscape and
its seasonality (part of the year, with water and sometimes dry). This ecotour-
ism potentiated region welcomes tourists who take refuge to the beaches for
spending their leisure time out of Town in different seasons. Unfortunately, a
great part of the lake has recently become an unused region due to ignorance
of tourism sustainability principles in its tourism landscape. Having introduced
and reviewed the region of Maharloo’s social, cultural, economic and environ-
mental characteristics, landscaping solutions are presented to resolve and re-
duce its current problems and issues, based on its ecological and local condi-
tions, in order to achieve a correlated set of comprehensive policies for tourism
sustainable development in Maharloo Lake and upgrade landscaping features
in this article. These solutions, express fundamental concepts such as: utilizing
of site’s unique and local abilities and symptoms, creating interaction between
the context and the users, reviving the agricultural landscapes and considering
ecology and vegetations (such as all kind of trees) of the site, which all create
the overall form of tourism sustainability in Maharloo area.

Keywords
Sustainability, Sustainable recreation, Productive landscape, Maharloo Lake.

Reference list

» Daneshpour, A. (1999). Urban sustainable agriculture, Necessities and solutions,
new ideas conference in the urban management field.

* Roknedine Eftekhari, A., Mahdavi, D. & Poortaheri, M. (2010). Indigenization
process of Iran rural tourism sustainable development indicators, rural researches
Jjournal, 1(4): 1-41.

* Motloch, J. (2000). Introduction to Environmental and Landscape design, Trans-
lated by: Education and research department of Tehran parks and gardens organi-
zations, First edition, Tehran.

* Meschi, M. & Golestani, S. (2012). Mining landscape, Death of an interacting,
Journal of MANZAR, 4(18): 50-54.

» Sadeghi, Z. (2012). Productive landscape, according to the environment in the city
Journal of MANZAR, 4(21): 10-15.

a3 (I ENZEIR

Y'Y No.22/Spring 2013





