In poetry of Hafiz some of the traditional similes and metaphors lose
their strength and suitability. Khayyam and Hafiz have compared
God to a painter, but the comparison made by Khayyam is stronger and
more beautiful than what Hafiz has done. The followings are good

examples of such comparisnos:
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In the following poems we can sec instances of comparison from
Ferdowsi and Hafiz. The former has compared the sun to someone who is
carring a flag in hand. It suits the poem because the style is epic and one
is thinking of the war and battle field. But the latter has used the same
comparison when he is talking about love and as the result the reader is

thinking of love and thus the “flag in hand” is not a suitable simile,
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The Development and Decadence of Simile and Metaphor

in the Poetry of Hafiz*
Khosrow Farshidvard

1. The Development of Simile and Metaphor in the Poetry of Hatiz.

The traditional similes and metaphors change so much in the poetry of
Hafiz that every reader thinks that they are invented by him. Possibly, the
readers are right because Hafiz, in giving the same simile and metphor, has
added his own colours. In doing so, he has made them much more mean-
ingful, musical, beautiful, new and perfect. The followings are some tradi-

tional similes which are used by Hafiz:

Here he compares the straightness of the body to a cypress tree.
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Here he compares the redness of the lip to a ruby.
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Here he likens the lover to a candle.
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Here he compares the darkness and the odour of the hair of the
beloved to ambergris.
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9. The Decadence of Simile and Metaphor in the Poetry of Hafiz.

* Because of some Technical problems, this summary was not printed
on time. The original text has appeared ifi No 83 - 89 of the same magazine.
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