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n Developing Creativity in Children
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Pic1. Children's playground
in the city; an opportunity of
gaining social experiences
and enhancing creativity,
Photo by: Rasoul Rafat, 2011.

first step in developing creativity as explained in creativity section. Thus,
urban open space is considered a type of learning and educating environ-
ment in childhood that includes a wide range of cognition and activities
required for raising a creative person.

Keywords: Child, Creativity, Environmental effects, Urban open space.
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Abstract: It is quite obvious that there have been a few researches \ g
on environment and environmental effects on developing creativity in the

field of creativity and its development and that clarifies the necessity of
further researches in this field. In the field of cognitive development in
children, children’s adventuring in their imaginations and their imitation
from television and video game legends instead of adventuring in the sur-
rounding environment is a considerable issue at the present time. In other
words, children spend an "artificial childhood" that is exactly arranged by
adults. In this case, the worse negative consequence is the way the chil-
dren grow because they are not expected to express creativity or curi-
osity. The children who live in low-quality environments lacking mobility
and free activity and flexibility, will eventually turn into idea “consumers”
instead of idea “producers”.

Firstly; this paper tries to discuss the concept of creativity and effective
factors on development in children in two categories: personal factors and
environmental factors. A comparative discussion on the field of creativ-
ity explains that most researches about of creativity development have
been carried out in the fields of psychology for gaining the techniques for
individual creativity development while there have been a few ones on
the effects of physical environments on developing creativity in children.
However, most experts believe that the environment has more prominent
role in developing creativity rather than personal factors and the Changes
in environmental factors is much more convenient than individual charac-
teristics and talents. In fact, we cannot focus creativity on one dimension.
The individual, environmental, process and product dimensions cannot
express their creative nature alone. Therefore, creativity is the result of
personal factors, process and product of the social environment in which
they interact.

Secondly; regarding the significant role of environmental effects on de-
veloping creativity in children, this paper declares that physical spaces
are able to convert into places for developing creativity. These places
should be designed in a way that the detection and tracking capabilities
to fulfill all necessary facilities for a variety of child's social activities be-
comes possible and they can also underlie the opportunities to learn from
the environment, and the shaping of child’s physical characteristics will be
strengthened by their participation in these places. Focusing on educa-
tion through free and self relying activities in children will lead to gaining
personal experiences. Therefore, children will experience new things by
interacting with the surrounding environment and expanding their mind
libraries. They will be visually educated while having free activities in the
physical environment and this will be effective on developing creativity in children.

Eventually; regarding creativity producing and urban planning, this pa-
per suggests that urban open space as a significant mediator that con-
nects children to the outside world has an essential role in their identi-
fication as well as their mental, physical and psychological growth and
their social personality formation. The function of urban open space is an
effective context for the process of improving knowledge and experiences
of children's mental experiences and providing games and activities in
formation of children's personality as well as enhancing their mental and
physical abilities. In such environment, the children organize a system of
information based on their previous knowledge. In this case a basis for fu-
ture mental library of children will be shaped which will be considered the
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