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Pic4: Two types of woods
were created: some un-
der the form of composite
wooded squares with a
shrub stratum, the others
it monospecific patches.
Photo by: Richard M Mar-
shall. Photo by: Seyedeh
Nafiseh Mousavian, 2012.

29 e B 1 0y gl
4 ol o,k oS>
‘_gl.m_i}_wa,l.'é O 3!
9395 SHk ol )3 09290
R DI STV I PRV 7Y
Pic5: Stairs made of natu-
ral rubble of site provide
access to belvedere. Pho-
to by: Seyed Mohammad
Bagher Mansouri, 2012.
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Pic6: Provost's footprint
as the designer of park is
defined by making pure
volumes, belvederes and
diagonal lines. Photo by:
Seyedeh Nafiseh Mousa-
vian, 2012.
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Pic7: Thames Bar-
rier Park, sketch of plan.
Source: Racine, 2004.
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Pic8: A green trench run-
ning through the park is
a reminder of the area's
former industrial heritage.
Photo by: Bijan Pasban
Hazrat, 2012.
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Pic9: Provost provides a
sheltered  microclimate
for the "rainbow garden,"
a series of parallel strips
of plantings and paths
in Thames Barrier Park.
Photo by: Bijan Pasban
Hazrat, 2012.
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Pic10: Agreen trench run-
ning through the park with
a series of parallel strips
of plantings and paths.
Source: Photo by: Bijan
Pasban Hazrat, 2012.
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Pic12: Its location next to
the vast expanse of the
river Thames leaves you
with a feeling of peace,
openness, and freedom
that is rare in the vast
conurbation of London.
Photo by: Bijan Pasban
Hazrat. 2012.
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Picll: Using materials
like concrete and wood in
vast surfaces with minimal
approach remind modern
parks. Photo by: Bijan
Pasban Hazrat, 2012.
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Context: guaranty of conti

The evaluation of Provost’s design approach from Paris to London

Reyhaneh Hojjati, M.A in Landscape Architecture,
University of Tehran.
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Zohreh Shirazi, M.A in Landscape Architecture, University
of Tehran.
zohreshirazii@yahoo.com

Abstract: The contextual approach in land-
scape design is capable to consider what is
beyond the form and physical features of the
context and acknowledge the context as a set
of physical, historical and cultural factors. In
contextual studies three main fields of physical
and socio-cultural are discussable; in physi-
cal contextualism the elements of the study
are not assessed and studied alone, but they
are analyzed in a wider environmental context.
The historicists consider the continuity of his-
tory as an important principle and they believe
that if a society isolates itself from its past, it
has ignored the past efforts done by man. The
socio-cultural contextualists believe that the
culture creates rules and reflects them in dif-
ferent ways such as forms. A superficial look to
the concept of contextualism leads to a degra-
dation in meaning according to the surround-
ing body, while contextualism has a profound
meaning beyond coordination with the physical
features.

In Alain Provost's projects the contextual
ideas are formed beyond the physical features
of the context. He considers the context as a
historical event that have been affected by the
social and cultural aspect of life and embodied
in the project. In other words, the context in his
projects appears as a combination of physical,
historical and social elements.

In case we confine his contextualism con-
cepts to physical and historical features of the
context, the Parc de la Courneuve and Thames
Barrier Park are expected to be categorized in
romantic English gardens, while the Parc de
la Courneuve reminds the English landscap-
ing with its bushes and in the Thames Barrier
Park the geometric and square plan and the
existing topiaries cannot be explained. In these
mentioned parks the public memory, based on
the culture and lifestyle of the people, has be-
come a part of the context and shows Provost’s
awareness in using the context that includes
factors beyond the history and the physics in
order to relate to the culture of the people. For
the modern man the context includes the na-
ture and history as well as ecological and tech-
nological factors which are correlated to the
modern life.

Provost acknowledges the context as a set of
physical, historical, cultural and social factors
in his comprehensive definition of the context.

Nol17/Winter 2012

It is important to emphasize on what provides
more satisfaction to people in consequence of
the fact that landscape architecture is highly
associated with people for its people-oriented
characteristic. This paper discuses Provost's
contextual theory through an adaptive compar-
ison of Parc de la Courneuve and Thames Bar-
rier Park which were his first and last projects.

Keywords: Alain Provost, Physical Contex-
tualism, Historicity, Socio-Cultural Contextual-
ism, Courneuve Park, Thames Barrier Park.
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