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Constructing Women’s Image in Iranian TV Commercials

Mehri Bahar'
Ali Hajimohammadi"

Abstract

Construction of specific representations reflected the existing power relations and
characterizing dominant social discourses .This article is a quantitative and qualitative
analysis of particular TV commercials broadcast in Iranian television. The main goal of this
paper is to examine representations of women and constructing their images through
discourse of TV commercials with emphasis on gender roles. To achieve this objective, -

TV commercials were studied using specific categories and then, v TV commercials were

analyzed in-depth on the basis of Laclau and Mouffe’s discourse theory. The results showed
that all TV commercials represent directly or indirectly dominant gender relations and
produce and reproduce patriarchal values and central elements of dominant discourse of
advertisements cause hegemonic relation in gender relations in favor of male discourse.
Analyses are seen as an indicator of conflict between reality of gender roles in society and
TV commercials.

Key words: representation, women, gender roles, television commercials, discourse
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