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The experiences of Kashan’s elementary students of the elderly hospice

Mohsen Adib-Hajbaghery®, Efat Aminolroayaee Yamini

Abstract

Aim and Background: Childhood experiences could have profound effects on their adulthood behaviors.
This research conducted with the aim of assessing the elementary students' experiences of the elderly
hospice who visited these centers or had a family member over there.

Methods and Materials: A qualitative study conducted using content analysis method in 2008-9. Eleven
students, who had visited a home elderly hospice or had a family member over there, wrote their
memories from such experiences. Four of these and five more students were also interviewed. The data
were analyzed using Krippendorff method.

Findings: Findings were classified into four categories including "the nature of elderly hospice", "the
causes of transmission”, "mode of transmission” and "visit consequences”. Each category had 2-4
subcategories. Most of the students perceived the elderly hospice as distant and different from the normal
living place. According to the participants, the elderly were transferred to the hospice for reasons such as

"loneliness”, "disease and disability”, "maintenance problems™ and "children’s selfishness".

Conclusions: Students had negative perceptions of elderly hospices. Based on their experiences, the
elderly hospices isolate the elderly from social life. The authorities should pay more attention to the
arrangement and quality of care within the elderly hospices.

Keywords: Experience, Students, Elderly hospice, Qualitative study.
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