—REVIEWS,

Persian Myths, Vesta Sarkbosh Curtis, 2™ printing, Austin, Texas: British Museum Press,
University of Texas Press, 1998, 80 pp., ISBN 0-292-71158-1

This is the second printing of a work that was published by the British Museum Press
in 1993 as part of The Legendary Past §
and Ma Norse, Celtic, Mesopotamian, Egyptian, Greel
volume is handsomely produced with p hs of relevant
manuscript material tastefully adoming its namative. Two maps at the beginning of
the book help the reader to orient himself in the ancient [ranian world, and focus his
attention on the Alburz Mountains and the province of Mizandarin, where some of
the more interesting adventure-stories of - the Iranian national epic unfolded. In her
brief preliminary note, the. author states that her book is not intended as a complete
and detailed account of all Persian myths, and that many more may be added to those
that she has collected in the vohume. It appears both from the design and the contents
of this thin, but useful volume that her audience is primarily the educated layman.

The text is arranged in seven chapters, flanked by an “introduction” and a
“conclusion.” It ends with a short but useful Jist of further readings that have been

cries. Other titles in the series concern Aztec
. and Roman myths, The
| and

thoughtfully selected with the general reader in mind.

What should be pointed out at the outset is that the author's implied definition
of “myth” is quite wide and encompasses virtually all [ranian mythical, legendary,
and performing arts. In that respect, she operates outside the definitions of the term

to which folklorists might be accustomed.! The introduction presents a brief

1. The most famous of these is William Bascom's thal defines myth as “traditional prose
narratives. which in the society in which they src 10kl. are considered fo be truthful accounts of what
happenad in the remote past.” Scc W. Bascom, “The Forms of Folklare: Prose Narratives,” Journai of
American Folilore, 7 3 -

American Folklore, vol 78, 1965, pp. 3-20. The substance of Bascom’s definitions was aoplicd 1o
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occupation. This also suggests that Yaman was producing and exporting copper
goods before the end of the Himyari period.

By all accounts the late Sasanian economic penetration of the Arabian
peninsula was unprecedented. The Sasanian monarch is even said to bave sent an
annual royal caravan — the arimalr Kisrd — carrying perfume and wheat, probably
to al-Mushagqar$ Hawdha iba "All in the Yamima is supposed to have been
responsible for it, unless this is a generalization based on the story about the
caravan sent to Kisrd by Wahtiz But there were gaps in the Sasanian ring aronnd
Arahia, such as the port of al-Shikc on the South Arabian coast where no tithes
were colleeted, because it was nof in the territory of a kingdom. All the overland
and seafaring merchants went from Dabd to al-Shihr, where the market was held in
the middle of the month of Sha*bdn (shout February 22 in 623), aud sold leather,
cloth, and furnishings and bowght frankincense, myrrh, aloes and millet (dukhn)
there 84

However, the late Sasamian economic interest in Arabia was clearly more than
just commercial. The Sasanizss may have drawn Arab over-land merchants into

their own trading network and emcosmaed commerce in local products. However,
they also developed imrigated sgriculture and copper mining in ‘Uman, and
developed silver mining and textile and leather industries in Yaman. Inthese
respects they may very well have initiated an economic expansion that continued
in the early Islamic period. And, if this is so, it would mean that carly Islamic
cconomic development did not only derive from the commercial growth of Makka.
At least Persian merchants, farmers, mincrs, and artisans found opportunities in
Arabia.

$3.Iba "Abd Rabbih, al-lqd al-farid (Cairo, 1359/1940). E- Shoufani’s statement
ond 1 Iraia. Toranto, 1973, p. 28) that the Jajimal went from Iran o Yaman
cannot be confirmed. There is a reference in Marziqi ta “whenever a faffmal came fo al- :
(al-Azminah, 1), 163) however, that suggests his was a recurring event. Lafimali
camel carrying musk and  silk that Nu'man ibn al-Mandhir sent to the market at *Ukiz (“Suldk,” £/
(2).1X, 863b).

fustim Conguest o

APy Y . W . )
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aman a’ of F. ere the last
7 ile the Abna® of Fars were

ter them™ ), while yeppuholist

o - n lfmm.'\nhn the merchants went 10 San'a’ bringing

. found a ready market there. At

(“whoever s,
o eallect the tithe .
PO e e tings. The market at §an°a’ was beld
}::‘m the middle of Ramsdis sl the end of the month?* (about March 23 to
e 2
Ap:‘—;z ‘::,;2. saffron, snd dwes would have come from India through *Adan.
These merchants were importins the s materials for a textile industry to San'd’
and exporting the finished prodisct. These is hacdly any evidence for the export of
Yamani cloth before the kase siuh comsny. The silk, striped material of ‘asb-cloth,
washy-silk. and the siriped choth of “Adan that was transported to the market at
*Ukiiz and sold there i the teme of al-Nicmin ibn al-Mundhir (579-601)75 would
have come from Sasamisn ¥asas. The native dye-plant, called wars, that grew on
a mountain north of Ses 8 ssd was used to dye clothing yellow, would also have
been available.®
The same can be s for Jesther, which is said to have been developed in
Yaman under the Persisns 7 There were fields of garz, that produced a dye used
in tanning, around Sa'da when e Band Madhhij specialized in producing leather
200ds.7 In the corly soth ety oil, balsam and spices were exported from
Najrin 10 Syria: by the ead of the century lcather, textiles, including silk, and
weapons were  produced there ™ [t is templing to relate the swords of Indian steel
forged in Yaman with Sness imported from South India®® 1o (he Sasanian
production of erucible sieel ¥ But the report that the king of Yaman sent excellent
swords. good copper pors. and wwift ridin
that

3 g animals to the market at *Ukaz%2 means
Yaman was Sxportme “Swords ‘before 525, long before the Sasanian
73. Marziql. of demmate 11, 162

T4, Ibid. p. 162

75. al-lsfabial Kagbo! Mgt (Baag, 1285 1), XIX, 75.

76. M. Lombard. Ler mmtes oms, i mandy

e reslmars du Vile cu X1 siécie (Paris, 1978), pp
7L o s e
7. A Grobowes, From the Wald o Aee8ic Papuri (Cairo, 1982), p. 45. Grohmann aoerts, without
2VIng any referencs. tha the Porvims buiy

Ssmeries in Yaman whenever they founded a town,
78. M. orabim, Memchone Coptel s sl (Austn, 1990), p. 24.

79.0bid, p 23 B Sewe Mecoss Trade and Islam. Problems of Origin and Steuciure
(Budapest. 19891 pp. 4%, 143,

80. Lomberd, Métes, p. 153 -

$1. Paul T. Craddoch. “New Lighs o the Production of Crucible Steel in Asia, Budletin of the
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Yaman had never been within the orbit of Sasanian power before (another
difference with Bahrayn and *Uméia). Thus far the late Sasanian interest in Yaman
appears explicitly to have been a master of income from taxes. But the Persians
also turned out to be i d in the P of Yaman's A clue
0 this occurs in the story about the wealth and valuable things from Yaman that
Wahriz sent to Kisrd. When the caravan carrying them was plundered by the Banit
Yarbi' of Tamim in central Arabia the loot included a saddlebag filled with jewels

and 2 palm-leaf basket containing silver ingots.58
As the latter suggests, the Persians were, in fact, invelved in the mining of

yamani silver. According to Hamdani there was a famous silver minc at al-Radrid

St was botter than the mine of Shamim. The miners were all Persians who had

srived there before Islam and in the time of the Umawis and * Abbasis. They were

called “the Persians of the mine” and belonged to families living in San'a’. He also
says that the evidence of mining before Islam was more extensive than that during
$slam.% Since silver could only have been mined there by Persians before Islam
during the sixty years the Sasanians ruled Yaman, and the production of the mine
was prodigious in Islamic times,™ huge amounts of silver would have to have been
mined there in the late Sasanian perind. Activity at this mine lasted until
270/883,7! which means that what the Persians started endured for over 250 years,
during which time Persian miners continued (0 be atracied 1o Yaman by cconomic
opportunity.

The Sasanians also seem 1o have presided over a transformation of commerce
in Yaman in which the export of local Yamani manufactured products was added
to the export of incense and the trapsit of Indian goods to the Mediterranean.
From the Himyari through the Sasanian period an annual market was held at the
port of ‘Adan (Aden) from the first of Ramadan until ten days before the end of

the month (March 9 to 28 in 623).72 Seafaring merchants brought Indian
. products there, while overland merchants set out from there for Fars and Rim
The kings of Himyar had collected the tithe there followed by the Abyssinians
68, Tabari, Ta'rfkh, 1,984, In the rest of the account the people af the caravan ok refuge with
Hawdha ibn *Alf in  the Yamdma and the Tumim were punished by sl-Muia'bir ot al-Mushagaar. If
these two men really lived in the time of Muhammead and when the Muslims conguered Bahrayn, it
would put these events in the 6205 rather than the $70s
69, HomdanT, Jowharatayn, pp. 142145, 148-149, }e locates the mine on the boundary between

Nihm and the district of Yam in the territory of Hamdin The Persians also mined copper in Yaman

(Costa and Wilkinson, The Hinterland of Sohar. p. 149}

70. The annual production is extimated at shout onc milfon s (5id, pp. 146
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Baskhara ibn Bahbudhan, originally a Zoroastrian (Majds) tailor from Khark, who
migrated to ‘Untdin, where he attached himself to the Azd.52 This also suggests that
Persian immigranis might have been atracted to ‘Umén by the economic
opportunities there.

Unlike Babrayn and ‘Umin late Sasanian interest in Yaman is explicitly
represented in terms of the exploitation of resources. There are two accounts in

ari that assume and take advantage of such an interest. These accounts are
surely legendary, but they express a point of view. In one of them, according to lbn
al-Kalbi, the Himyari king, Dhi Yazan himself, describes Yaman to Kisrd
(Anishirwiin) as “one of the most fertile of lands and most amply endowed with
resources,” unlike those parts of the Arabian peninsula closest to the Sasanian
empire.63 In the other, reported from Tbn Ishaq, Kisri (Anfishirwin) is made to tell
Sayf ibn Dhi Yazan that the latter’s land is distant and poor in resources with
nothing but useless sheep and camels. There was no good reason to send a Persian
army there. Sayf is then made 1o tell Kisrd that the mountains of the country he
came from were all made of gold and silver. in order to incite the latter’s greed &4

This may have been with the advantage of hindsight, but according to the well-
known story Ki

srii emptied his prisons of 800 men, put a cavalryman named
Wabriz in charge. and sent them to Yaman on eight ships. Twe of the ships
foundered at sea. but with the 600 surviving men on the remaining ships Wahriz
defeated the Abyssinians in Yaman, sent wealth to Kisrd, and installed Sayf ibn
Dhi Yazan as ruler of Yaman with the responsibi
sending them to Ki

for collecting taxes and
d annually. After Wabriz retumned to Kisrd, Sayf was killed by
his Abyssinian guardsmen. and Kisrd sent Wahriz hack with an army of 4,000
Persian soldiers.85 This second ammy is likely to have been the force recruited in
Daylam and adjacent regions that defeated the Abyssinians in Yaman and settled
there,% where their descendants were called the Abna’. Wahriz became the
Sasanian viceroy over Yaman. where he levied taxes for Kisra until he dicd after
five years near the end of the reign of Antshirwin (d. 379).67 Persian viceroys
continued to govern Yaman until about 630 CE.

62. Ton Rustsh, Al-4 187 alnafisa (Leiden. 1891), pp. 205-206. Later known as AB3 Sufa,
Baskhars was the ancesior of the Muhallabi family ot Basra.

63, Tabari, T rikh, 1. 951 tr. Bosworth. Sasanids, p. 243

64, Tabari, Ta 'y

48 Jhid 1, 948.920, ‘IS’ G353 987958

66. [fid, 1, 899, This sends to be canfirmed by reports about a ceriain Firz ibn al-Deylam, who
acepled Istam about the lime Mshamsmad,dicd snd who helped fo kill the false prophet al-Abst in
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exploitation and settlement at ‘Arja from the sixth century CE, based on
radiocarbon dates, followed by massive output from early Islamic smelting and &
dramatic increase in the size of the settlement there in the ninth century.53
Weisgerber has seena connection with late Sasanian mining in Yaman when they
oceupicd it (575628 CE. see below), arguing that if the Persians did it in Yaman
“we can be sure that the rich copper deposits of Oman were also exploited at this
time."$4 Copper production peaked at “Arja and al other sites in ‘Umfin in the

ninth century3$ but had begaa to decreases and to change technologically by the
eleventh and twelfth cenurics S7 This is another good example of carly Islamic
economic development begimning in the late Sasanian period, especially since the
Jate Sasanian and early Islamic mining technologies at * Arja are similar.

Although commerce did develop under the Sasanians in ‘Umiin, that was
clearly not their only interest there. The circuit of annual Arabian markets
intersected with  Indian Ocean commerce in the ports along the castern and

southern Arabian coast in the sixth and early seventh centuries. An annual market

was held for five days at Suhdr duri
(bazz) was sold.

& month of Rajab (January) where cloth

This was foltowed by a mirket at the port of Dabd on the last
day of Rajab (February 7in 623)10 which merchants came from [ndia and China
and from the East and West39 The goods of the Arabs and from overscas were
brought there, and sales were by hargaining.5¢ The Julanda collected the tithe at
hoth Subar and Daba.¢!

If the cloth sold at Subdr was produced locally, that would attest to the
development of textile production in ‘Uman, supplied to the market by the Azd
who were shepherds and weavers (most likely of woal). The connection af the Azd
to the textile markel and to Sasanian enterprise 1s suggested by the story of

$3. Ihidd., pp. 107, 136, 148-149. 184, 189, 2.
54.G. We
Wilkinson, The Hi
55. i, p. 149,

of Copper Explotation 2t *Arja.” in Costaand T, }

erland of Sahar. pi 147

$6. Tha agricultural and mining seitlsments 1 *Arja were shandaned in the early eleventh century
Ubid . p. 227)

57. Weisgerber, “Archacological Evi

* pp. 159161
58 Ton Habib, Muhabbar. p 265: Marsiiql, al-Azmi

ide. 11, 163, According to Ibn Hab
o s s o Ibn Habib the
M': pan on the first day of Rajab (lenuary 9 in 623); Marzigi savs the merchants

ar wenty days before the end of the month (January 18 in 623). e “rw i
5. The north=cast monsoon facilita e y

9. The north-cast monsoon facllitates saiting trom lndia to Arabia from Octo

7 0 Marcl
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the ninth century the standard share given by a landlord (hamkard) to a farm worker
on his propenty is on th of the produce, which J. C. Wilkinson says is “quite
clearly a survival of the pre-Islamic practice.”™

J, C. Wilkinson also notes that in carly 1badi falaj judgements from the ninth
century the emphasis is on the upkeep of afley: there is no mention of constructing
new ones?3 Nevertheless, according to Whitehouse, there was a major expansion
of gardens and orchards irrigated by afl in the envirens of Suhiir in the first half
of the ninth century.#® Costa and T. J. Wilkinson also disagree with J. C.
Wilkinson. Thoy found two or three affj in the vicinity of Subr that could be
dated 1o the ninth and tenth centuries by ceramics, including the major open
channel system of the Falaj al-Mutaridh, that stretched, with its branches, for some
70 km from the headwaters of the Wadi al-lizzi to the fields behind Suhir.37
Elsewhere in ‘Umin they date to the same period open channel Sy
from  the mountains to the coast in the Sib, Hazm / Rustaq, and Wadi Fizh regions,
an open channel falaj at Masna’ab, and a falaj at *Arj

tems that went

2 This was also the period
of the most intensive irrigation by means of wells in the Suhar region. %9 Based on
sherd scatters in the fields they locate the maximum extent of cultivation in the
hinterland of Suhiir during the ninth and tenth centuries 5 This accords well with a
model of incipi

ent development of irrigated agriculture in the late Sasanian period
that continued into early Islamic times and peaked in the ninth and tenth centuries.
1t was not until the cleventh and twelfth centuries that the surface collection of
pottery indicates a two-thirds reduction in rural occupation in the irrigated region
behind Suhir.S! The marked reduction in the extent of cultivation in this period is
confirmed by Costa and T. J. Wilkinson.52

The Sasanians also revived the mining of copper at ‘Arja after a hreak in
activity there since the first millennium BCE. There are traces of copper

#.1..C. Wilkinson, A/af of Oman, p. 29,
45. Ihid.
46. D. Whitchouse, "Maritime trade in the Arabiun the % and 10th Centuries A.D.," in M.
v 1977 (Naples, 1979), p. 875

7. Casta and T. 1. Wilkinson, 7he IHinterfand of Sokar, pp. $3-5$, 230,

48. lbud., pp. 78-79, 226-227.

49. Ibid, p. 53

50. Ibid., pp. 79, 87-88

1A Williunson, “Harvard Archacological Survey in Oman, 1973: 11l - Sohar and the Sea
Trade of Oman in the Tenth Century AD, Proceedings of L4 (1974),
Pp- 90-91

ed.. South Asian Archacol

Seminar for Arabian St
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may be exaggerated, because Costa and T J. Wilkinson could find only one rather
short falaj in the hinterland of Suhir that showed strong evidence of being pre-
Islamic.’6 Nevertheless, they repeatedly refer to the possibility that irrigated
agriculture existed in the region of Subdr and at the copper mining site of *Acja in
the Sasanian period.’?

As in Bahrayn the agrarian economy was probably based on dates and grain. At

least there is a reference to the date and grain tithes of *Umin in the carly cighth

century.3¥ But, according to J. €. Wilkinson, the economy of the sedentary village
farmers in the late Sasanian period was separate from that of the Arabs, who
engaged in herding, weaving, tramspesting goods, and fishing.39

The late Sasaniun system of fafa-irrigated agriculture lasted for several
more centuries  afterwards in “Umia. but J. C. Wilkinson argues that it
underwent serious retraction in e csestal region during the century and one-
half after the Muslim occupation Because of floods, piracy, fighting, and
rapacious administration.*) The Persisn garrison and landlords had been
driven out during the Muslim conquest. When the Persian *amil at Rustaq was
killed with many of his men and officers by the Muslim Azd, the Asawira and
Maraziba decided to leave. The surviyors were besieged at Suhdr and allowed
to evacuate, leaving their property as sawasf for the Arabs.*! Nevertheless a
population of Majiis survived in the villages of ‘Umdn in return for the
payment of tases (jizya) from the time of Muhammad to the caliphate of al-
Rashid.2

It was only in the ninth century that the social and cconomic separation
between Arabs and the agricultural Persian population began to break down. Arabs
setiled on the land and became fammers, and the original villagers were
tribalized. ¥ The irrigation system was maintained. In 1badt falaj judgements from

36.P. M. Costa and T. J. Wilk

The Hinterlarsd of S
3 Cuy.

calogical Surveys and
1 Studies, 9 (1987),

avations within the Kegion of an Orar

noSa
7. Jhed. pp. BT-08. 10911

39.1.C. Wilkinson. “Bayds
40.). C. Wilkinson,
41" Ashur, ARl *Us

nd Bayidir,” Arabian Studies, | (1974).p 75
Arab-Persian Land Relationships,” p. 42

1118 of Oman, pp. 50, 141, lden.,

iy al-dla wa dawr ahitha fi-
allf al- ‘arabt (Raghdad, 1997), p. 74; Baladhurt, Furdh, p. 77, ). C.
Wilkinson (4/1d of Omar, p. 141) bas the Mays stll payieg jésa in *Us

preserve their religion znd land

fmitntaga ai

rqiyya min

1 in the ninth centory to




30 Michacl G, Morony

started in late Sasanian times by the Persians themselves. This is, in fact, one of
the few really good examples of how the late Sasanian economic impact on Arabia
contributed to development that continued into early Islamic times. However,
Shamdm was not in a part of Arabia that was controlled by the Sasanians directly,
unless the authority of al-Muka'bir at Hajar really did extend to the west of the
Yamama.

Compared to Bahrayn the Persian development and exploitation of agriculture
and commerce, as well as copper mining in ‘Uman in the late Sasanian period is
much more evident. It is most likely in the period of revived Sasanian power under
Khusraw | Anishirwan that the Persians divided ‘Umin with the Azd. The
Persians recognized the autonomy of the Azd in the mountains, deserts, and
outlying regions of *Umin under a chief called the Julandd, while the Azd agreed

to a Persian governor (‘amil) and a garrison of 4,000 mardziba and asawira at
Rustiig in the Ghadaf. There was also a Persian garrison at Subir. 32 Although there
is no direct evidence that the mardziba and asdwira actuatly held land at Rustag,
Persians settled on the Batina coastal plain and on the eastem slopes of the
mountains, there was a class of Persian landlords (handgira), and the villages in

the Persias zone were inhabited by Adajas

3 Until the end of the Sasanian periad
the Sasanian monarch (Kisrd@) used 'Umin as a place of
whom he was angry or whose subversion he feared. ¥

ile for cveryone with

The Persians controlled and seuled the most fentile parts of ‘Uman and
maximized the use of water resources for agricultural development. The ancient,
existing network of undergronnd channels (gandt/afiy) was expanded on the
castern slopes of the mountains, and long channels were constructed 1o bring water
from  the mountains to the eoastal plain supplimenting the water provided by well-
irrigation  there. Sasanian water works in “Umin can be identified and
di
According to J, C. Wilkinson the maximum extent of exploitation was probahly

inguished from carlier works by their use of cement instcad of stone.

reached in the late Sasanian period, at the end of the sixth century, when the total
what it was in 1977.3% This

arca of land under cultivation may been wic

2. Al-lzkawi, Kiab Kashf al-ghumma ai-jlmi” il-akibar a
East Arabia: 4 51
19773, p. 131; Jdem, *The Julanda of Oman,” The Journal of Oman St
“Arsb-Persian Land Relationships in Late
Arabian Studies (Londen, 1973), pp. 41,
3. Wilkinson, “Arab-Persian Land Relationships,” p. 40; idem., Afidj of Oran, p. 131
34,8, "Ashur, od., Ta'rikh Akl Uman (Cairo, 1400/1980), p. 35 al-lzkawi Kashf, p. 33.

ma (Cairo, n.d), p.33:).C
of the Afldj of Oman (Oxford,
es, | (1975). p. 99 lde
Oman" Proceedings of the Sixth Sem

Wilkinson, Water and Tribal Settlement in Sou
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to January 8 in 622-623)°% 10 which Persian merchants crossed the sea, where sales
were conducted by gestures and muttering (we are not told what they bought or
sold), and where the Persiams collecied the (iihe from (i artisans.?? Some of the
same information occurs in Marzigi's description of a market at al-Mushaqgar that
was supposed to have occurred just before the market at Hajar according to onc
schedule of pre-Islamic markets in Arabia. According to this account the market at
al-Mushagqar was held during the estire month of Jumda al-Akhira; the people of
Fars crossed over 1o it; it was comtrolled by the group (rafi) of al-Mundhir ibn
Sawd of Tamim, who collected the tithes there as ‘dmils of the Persian kings; and
ransactions were conducted by towch. muttering, and gestures, without talking,
Test anyone swear falsely durimg e bargaining.28 Qalif appears 1o have been an
entry port for silk in the sixth cemtery 2% 1t is worth suggesting that the emergence
of the network of merchanss of DM, who exported native musk 10 the cities of
eastern Arabia, Iraq, and the Higiz & the seventh century,30 occured under late
Sasanian auspices.

The Sasanians were also istepesssd @ mining in Arabia. Al-Hamdani describes
b= o Shamim in the Najd as a large village with
1,000 Majis and two fire temples He says that ithad been prosperons before
Islam and during most of the Islamic period, but was in ruins at the time he wrote
in the tenth century3! Taken at face value this means that the development of
mining at Shamam had begun in the Sasanian period, that the miners were
Zoroastrian settlers in central Arabia whose descendants survived there well into
the Islamic period, and that the mining boom in carly Islamic Arabia had been

the silver- and copper-mi

26, The pre-Islamic. Arabs are ssid 1o have intercalsted one month every three years 10 keep the

iunar calendar aligned with the solar calendar (al-Mas'0dT, Murd) al-dhahab, 11, 204). The year 622-
623 is simply the first y
and is used here as an i

ot have been any inlercatation,
i« months would have fallen in the solar
‘months began 10 precess through the solar year. They
actually would have oscillated cleven or twentystwo d4ys carlier or later during three-vear spans.

27. Mubanunad ibn Habib, Kitab al-Muhobbor (Reimt, 1966), p. 265. Were these artisans the
descendants of the workmen who had built al-Mushagqar?

28. Marzql, al-Azminai, 11, 161-163.

year before intercatation

29. M. Ibrabim, Merchant Capital and lslam (Austin. 1990, p. 4%
30. 5. al-* A¥, ai-Tanzimat al-1jtima(ysa wa-l-igtisadysy
1953), p. 231: 1bn Hanbal, Musnad (Cairo, 1895}, V., $2.

1-Basea fi-iqarn al-awwal (Baghdad,

31 Al-Hamdini, Kitab ol-Jawharatayn al-'atiatayn al-ma'i *atayn min as-safrd” wa'l-bayda’.
ed. and tr. C. Toll, Die Beiden Edelmetalle Gold wnd Silber (Upsalla, 1968), pp. 14 .

M. Dunlop, “Sources of Gold and Sllver in It According to ai-Hamdan

143, Sec also D,
ia Islamica, &
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living in the town of al-Ghabah at the time of the Muslim conqu
Bahrayn.1?
The nature of the Persian settlement in Bahrayn seems to have been determined

t of

by military, political. and cconomic interests. Some of the settlement may have
by the
dregs of Sasanian society.20 Had late Sasanian economic developmient in Irag, al-

been forced, but Bahrayn may also have been seen as a place of opportunity

Abwiiz. and Firs created a surplus population that spilled over into Bahrayn and
brought development with it? At least there was an immigrant labor force in late
similation between Persians and Arabs in both

Sasanian Bahrayn and ethnic a
directions. The circumstances look quite colonial

It is impo
development in Bahrayn, but some of the Persians were farmers. After the
completion of the Muslim conquest in 634 some of the Persians living at
Qatif stayed on as farmers,2l which suggests that they had been farmers

ble to determine if the Sasanians engaged in agricultural

before the conquest, A reference to the time for gleaning at Hajar? means
that grain was being grown there, and grain was exported from the Yamima
to Makka in the time of Mubammad.2} which means there was a surplus. At
least at the time of the Muslim conquest the agrarian economy of Bahrayn
was based on dates and grain, because the Majiis, Jews, and Christians there,
who decided not to convert 1o Islam, agreed with al-* Al al-Hadrami to save
hem half of their grain and

the Muslims the trouble of working by giving
dates.2* The earliest evidence for the development of a system of irrigation
canals in the casis of al-Hasa' comes from the early Islamic period, 23 but it

asanian

would be unfair to claim, at this point, that this grew out of earlier
practices in Bahrayn.

The Persians were interested in comunerce in Bahrayn however. An annual
ket was held in Hajar throughout the month of Jumada al-Akhira (December 11

1o seltle see Marziiql, Kiroh al-Azminah wa-l-ambina

Jamiy ext

23, . Danner, 's Food Supplies and Mubammad's Boycott.” Journal of the Economic
and Social History of the Orient, 20 (1977), pp. 254, 262
24. Baladhurl, Fitah, pp 78, 80

25.R. McC. Adams. ef al.
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OI occupied Bahrayn. According to Hamza the name of al-Mnka‘bir was
Dadfiriiz ibn Hashanshafin or Khurrazid ibn Narsi. He not only govemed
Rahrayn hut alen fram ‘ITmén i al-Yamama and regions ta the west 2 The last
looks exaggerated but is worth noting; he may well have governed Bahrayn
under Khusraw Parviz.!0 There was a marzban called Stbukht at Hajar in the
time of Muhammad.!! The Arabs of late Sasanian Bahrayn were ruled indircetly.
In the time of Muhammad the ‘Abd al-Qays, Bakr ibn Wa'il, and Tamim were
governed for the Persians by Mundhir ibn Sawa'Z, while Hawdha ibn *Alf al-
Hanafi was the Sasanian agent in the Yamama.'?

Babrayn was colonized by Persian settlers in the late Sasanian period.
There appear to have been Persian cavalrymen there.!4 One version of the
building of the fortress of al-Mushaqqar at Hajar by a Persian cavalryman,
probably in the time of Khusraw 11,3 tells how the workmen would only stay
and finish it if they were provided with women. So prostitutes were brought
from the Sawid (of Irag) and al-Ahwiz and skins of wine were conveyed
across the sea from Fars for them. The workmen and women married each
other, and their descendants became most of the population there. They spoke
Arabic, claimed kinship with the ‘Abd al-Qays, and arc said to have been
armed. After the rise of Islam, some of them were considered to be members
e dispersed among the Arabs.!6 The

of the *Abd al-Qays, while others
Persian king (Kisra) also sentled hostages (wad'i) in Hajar, wha were Majis
(Zoroastrians), stayed on after the rise of Islam, but refused to become
Muslims and paid a tax of onc dmar (apicce).!? It is most likely in the late
Sasanian period that Persian immigrants from Istakhr settled in Bahrayn,
where some of the Banu ‘ljl assimilated to them.!8 There were also Persians

also says that he congucred Yaman and lived until the arrival

9. Hamza, Ta'rikh, p. 116, Ha
of *Abduligh ibn * Ami ibn Kurayz in Bahrayn

10, According to Baladhuri (Kitah Futih al-Bulddn, Leiden, 1866, p. 85), al-Muka'bir defended
J1-7Zira against the Muslims during the caliphates of Abi Bakr and *Umar.

11, Abu Ezzah, “astem Arabia,” pp. 36-37, Baladhurt, Furah, p. 75.

12. Baladhuri,

13. Tabart, Ta'rtkh, 1, 984-985.

14. Bosworth, The Sdsanids. p. 291.

13. Since Mahbodh, the father of the cavairyman who built al-Mushagqas. was active in the last
ecades of the sixth century (Rosworth, The Sdsanids, pp. 300, it. 703; 314, R 736), the building
vould have been in the next generation, under Khusraw II.
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for any strong state in Iraq and Iran to protect itself by controlling the borderlands
along the IragT frontier in north-castem Arabia, the coastal territory of mainland
Bahrayn across the Gulf from Firs, and coastal ‘Umin across the Strait from
Kirman. But Yaman was further afield; it was only occupied by the Persians in the
late Sasanian period (sometime during the 570’s), and that requir

It is not the purpose here 1o give a detailed account of the late Sasanian political
position in Arabia but only to provide a general picture of the extent of that position.
Almost all of the information comes from later accounts written in Arabic that are

n explanation.

clearly semi-legendary, anecdotal, and prone to cmggcration Even if these accounts
reflect post-Sasani; da, their image is impressive, Hamza al-Isfahant lists
some sixteen marzbmn who governed various parts of Amab territory.?

Until the end of the sixth century north-eastern Arabia was ruled indirectly
for the Sasanians by the Bani Lakhm at al-Hira on the border of Iraq. After the
treaty with Byzantines in 531 Khusraw I Anishirwin (531-579) is said to have

ppointed or confirmed al-Mundhir ibn al-Nu‘man (al-Mundhir 111, ca. 504-554)
over the territory extending from ‘Uman, al-Bahrayn and al-Yamama to al-Ta’if
and the rest of the Hijiiz and all the Arabs in between.* The last ruling member
of the Band Lakhm, al-Nu‘mdn ibn al-Mundhir (al-Nu'man 11, $79-601) had
conquered mainland Bahrayn and ruled it through his representatives. After the

death of al-Nu'mén and the battle of Dhi Qar,8 the Sasanians restored the desert
frontier and ruled it directly. The desert region along the edge of the rif from the
border of al-Hira to al-Bahrayn was governed for Khusraw Parviz (590-628) by
Fanii Burzin, whom the Arabs called Siisdn ibn Rizbih.” The main Sasanian
strongholds in Bahrayn were at Qatif and Hajar. In an account that appears (o be
telescoped, Tabari represents the legendary Azidh Firiiz ibn Jushnas
(Gushnasp), called al-Muka‘bir, as the govemor of Bahrayn for Khusraw
Aniishirwan (531-579) at Hajar.® If o, this would have been before al-Nu‘man

2. For a short account sc¢ R. N. Frye,
rehacology and Early History of Bahrain (Berlin, 1983), pp. 167-170.

“Bahrain under the Sasanians,” in Daniel T. Potts, ed..

Dilmwn. New Studies in the
3. [lasmzn al-Isfabdnt, 7 sk sinf madiié al-nrd wa-l-anbivd ' (Beinut, 1961, pp. 115116,

4. Tabast, 7 ‘rikh al-rusul wa-l-mulik (Leiden, 1879), 1, 958.

5. W. Caskel, ™ Abd al-Kays,’ 3

. The batle of D10 Qi was probably forught between 604 nd 611, See C. E. Boswor, The Hisory of
al-Tabart, Vol. V: The Siistnids, the Byzantines, the Lakhrmids, ard Yemen (Albasy, 1999), p. 339,

7. Hamza, Ta'rikh, pp. 115-116. According 10 A. Abu Ezzah, “The Political Situation in Eastern
Arabia at the Advent of Islum.” Proceedings of the Seminar for Arabian Stdies. 9 (1979), p. 60.

= I T A S | S VAR oMoy S T M LR ¢ et [ | e e e




	PTDC0252.JPG
	PTDC0253.JPG
	PTDC0254.JPG
	PTDC0255.JPG
	PTDC0256.JPG
	PTDC0257.JPG
	PTDC0258.JPG
	PTDC0259.JPG
	PTDC0260.JPG
	PTDC0261.JPG
	PTDC0262.JPG
	PTDC0263.JPG
	PTDC0264.JPG

