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Siavosh Danesh.  Sadeq’s Omnibust A Collection of Short Stories by Sadeq
Hedayat. “Dastt Akul; The Stray Dog; Notes Left by a Lunatic;
The FrenchePrisoner of War; Mirage; and Abji Khanom”.
Tehran: Melire Danesh Pubilications, 1971, Preface, 113 pages,
Sadegh Hedayat. The Blind Owl.. Translated by I P, Costello, London: John
Calder Ltd., 1957, L3 pages.
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There wus hardly any in Shiraz {2) who was not unaware of the hitter
enmity, nay, the utter hatred rife between DASH-AKOL and KAKA-RUSTAM.

One sunny day DASH-AKOT, squatting on the dias of the DO-MEEL (3)
tea-house, his usual haunt, was stirring the fee ina bowl of water with his fore-
finger. Next to him, he had set his finely wrousli bitd-cage covered with a red
cotton fabric to keep out the suri,

Sudden]y KAKA-RUSTAM came
with his hand at his thick bro
platform,

it threw him 5 contempuous look and
ad walst batdwwaggered off and sat on the opposite
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Everyone in Shiraz knew that Dash Akul and Kaka Rustam

despised each
other. One day, Dash Akul had settled into an aleove in the Dumi] tea-house, his L
old hangout,
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(“Dash  wilbs o e abely Coem w7 2Tl aSlos T« oylo sshain golinn dem i (ol &
L e 5 01T e a8l e gl il Sbalsy  Akol threw the tea boy a meaning-ful look™)
(“There was hardly any in Shiraz who was not unaware . . " or “One sunny day . . ."").
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“Soliloquise™, “like demented people”, “the crucial moment hecame inevit-
able”, “a suitor appeared on the scene suing MARJA N'§ hand. .. “A drop
of tear rolled down MARJAN'S cheek”
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A few small stores; a bakery, a butcher’s stall, a grocery, two tea houses
and a barber shop contributed to the hasic requisites of a rather primitive way of
life that made up the Varamin Square.

The merciless and the all-powerful sun had nearly grilled and hall broiled

the round about and its inhabitants who anxiously waited for the first evening :
breeze and the shades of night.

The people, the stores, the trees and the beasts were exhausted. A sultry J
heat burdened owver their heads and a soft dust waved in the asure blue sky,

The traffic of cars thickened the dust waves ever-more _ .,
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A few small bread shops, a butchery, a grocery store, two tea-houses, and a
harber shop — the bare necessities of life — ringed Varamin Square. The square
and its inhabitants, half-baked and half-burnt by the tyrannical sun, longed for




he first evening breezes and the shadows of the night. People, stores, trees, and
easts had collapsed from the motions of work., The stifling atmosphere weighed
eavily upon them and a fine, powdery dust rose and fell before the azure sky, in-
reasing in volume with each passing car,
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This was a Scottish setter with sootyanuzzle and black spots on it legs as if
plashed by muddy water. He had hanging ears, pointed tail, and wavy fur but
firty and two intelligent human eyes shone in his shaggy snout. In the depth of
B eyes a human spirit was discernible. In his benighted life something eternal
indulated in his eyes and had a message that eould oot he conveyed for it had been
mapped just behind his pupils — it was neither the elimmer nor the colour, some
sther unbelievable thing like what vou would see in the eyes of a wounded gazelle.

Not only there w‘aq a similarity between his eyes and the eves of man but a sameness
it Lqudhly. pair of greenish-blue eyes filled with pain and hopeful waiting
dhat could only be seen in the mug of & Tost ‘and we ayward dog.
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At the nightfall father of the family returned from his mason works, took
off his egr-shaped felt hat which bore traces of white-wash, changed his clothes
took his pipe and tobaceo pouch and went on the roof (1) top. Abji Khanom left
her other works, helped her mother in carrying the tin samovar clay meat pot,
copper bowl, pickles and onions to the roof — top where they foregathered on a
rough woolen rug.
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There are sores which slowly erode the mind in solitude like a kind of
 anker,

It is impossible to convey a just idea of the ‘agony which this disease can
Jnflict, In general, people are apt to relegate suchrincoanceivable sufferings to the
\ategory of the incredible. Any mention of them in conversation or in writing is
wnsidered in the light of current beliefs, the individual's personal beliefs in parti-

allar, and tends to provoke a smile of incredulity and derision,
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In life, there are injuries which slowly and unabtrusively eat inte and eruil
the soul,

These sufferings are not readily apparent to everyone since most people have
the hahit of not believing the sufferings exist except as aceidents and, then, rare
and unusual accidents and if somenne speaks or writes about them, people will try,

because of popular think ing or their own personal convictions; to greet them with
scarnful, sceptical smiles,

W il e Sylam B Sot et Dadoeble BT Zils claten 5 gom ¢ gloalS” dame

Sl lboba sl U, JGILE SIS e T ful e el f2e g i ke sun

Alsa sler s A0 S0l | el Gty ssbie ol by )08l cua g
cos3e SET VAN ention bf " | h ks don s S 238 on ol

—

S e U als 5 ailalT L e, S wp s i e Sl s

el sale L malas g

I used to work thrpugli the day, -d‘f‘l.':r::lrﬂlgng the‘covers of pen-cases. Or,
rather, I spent on my trade of pen-case decorator the time that T did not devote
to wine and opiwm. 1 had chosen hic ludicrtus trade of pen case decorator in
order to stupely myself, in order sumehow or other ta kill time,
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When 1 awoke in a new world evervthing T found there was perfectly fa-
miliar and near tame, so much so that 1 felt more at home it than in my pre-
vions surroundings and manner of life, which, so it seemed to me, hid been only
the veflection of my real life. It was a different world but one in such harmony
with me that 1 felt as though 1 had returned to suy natoral surroundings. 1 had
been born again ina world which was ancitent but which at the same time was
tloser andd more natural to me than the other.
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