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D. Mehrshahi, Ph.D
Yazd University

Interpretation of Quaternary Paleoenvironmental Conditions
Within the Iranian Plateau
Through Findings from Studying Lakes

There is a complication in the interpretation of Quaternary paleoenvironmental conditions
within the Iranian Plateau due to its geographical situation between the area dominated by
high-pressure system of Arabia. The monsoon rainfall regions of South Asia, and the winter
rainfall area of Eastern Mediterranean region. Furthermore, the paleoenvironmental
reconstruction of Iran during Quaternary, the impact of Siberian highpressure system and the
effects of topographical characteristics have to bear in sind.

The lakes and playas of Iran, which have been developed within structurally - tectonically -
controlled basins, have considerable evidence of climatical changes. Such evidence can be seen
from the highest to the lowest parts of the basins. For the studying of Quaternary
paleoenvironmental conditions of this region, a wide range of data and information have been
used by scientists with different disciplinary methods. Without considering the nature and
specific conditions of individual basins, their interpretations can lead to misunderstanding of the
paleoenvironmental trend in the area. The aim of this paper is to summarize and evaluate the
findings from some of the lakes, mostly in the marginal parts of Iran, and to introduce a new
scenario on climatical changes within the Iranian plateau. .
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