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Route of Vicissitude in Reflectious of Medical Geography in the History

Two branches of science, medicine and geography belong to the oldest human knowledge
and have their roots in historical myths. Medical geography is a young science, however. It 18
combination of two old sciences medicine and geography.

Hippocrates may be the first physcian who found out the spiritual connection between
these two sciences thousands of years ago. In Iran physicans such as Avicenna and Georgani
knew the connection between the climate and health. Geographers joined this subject from the
8 A. H. For example in Ibne Khaldoun's works such a connection can be seen repeatedly.

From the last two centuries this connection has been clearly seen in the works of the
Iranian geographers. For example in "A’lamonnds fi ahwale Bandar Abbas wa Khalidje Fars" by
Sadidossaltaneh Kababi several medical_ geographical points are mentioned. In the literature of

last 50 years some points are apparent too. For example in "Detailed geography ol [ran” by
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Massaud Keyhan the connection between the dlimate and malaria has been mentioned. But the
definition of "Geography of diseases” was found in the book "General geography" by Dr.
Ahmad Mostofi for the first time. In the last 25 years, Iwo special books have leen published on
this subject: "Medical geography and its Methad of Researching" by Dr. Hossein Shakoui, and
"An Introduction into Medical Geography of Iran" by the author of this aricle. Thus after 25
centuries a definition of medical geography was presented in Iran.
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