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DASHTI, At
W SUARCH OF OMAR KHAYYAM, by Dashti. Translated
from the Persian with an introduction and a new
rendering of the guatrains by L.P. Elwell-Sutton
1972.

Spring, 1972 $11.00s
(Persian Studies Monographs)

One of the definitive volumes of Khayyam studies,

and tihe first by a Persian writer to be made available
in English, Dashti addresses himself directly to the
primary problem concerning the poet's work:there is
no conclusive evidence to prove which cf the many
quatrains attributed to XKhayyam are authentic. The
author therefore constructs a likeness of the poet
from references found in the works of writers of his
day or immediately,after, and from those of Khayyam's
own works on philosophy,mathematics, and astronomy
wvhose authenticity is unquesticned. Using this’
portrait as a touchstone, Dashti draws up a list of
=ome hundred quatrains which are in keeping with

the poet's character and which are given in this
volume in a new translation by Mr. Elwell- Sutton
that is both elegant and accurate.ln the last part

of the volume, Dashti approaches his subject from an
even more imaginative point of view as he =killfully
throws new light on the nature of XKhayyam's religious
and philosophical beliefs,

New York, N, Y. 10027
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