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.Jedge. That is not due to any shortcoming on the side of ithe late
Professor Herzfeld, who was a -pioneer in this subject as in many
others, but simply to the passing of Time.

The passing of Time is-also responsible for making Herzfeld's
great work woefully incomplete. The years passed since the date of its
publication have seen the discavery of many new inscriptions. A single
example may suffice to give you the measure of its incompleteness,
judged by the material now available :

There are eight long Pahlavi inscriptions and their versions,
counting the versions separately : Two at Paikuli, four at the Ka' be-i
Zardusht, one at Naqsh-i Rustam, and one at Sar Mashhad. Of these
eight long inscriptions Herzfeld’s work contains only three.

In conclusion, I wish to express my deep gratitude to the
Imperial Iranian Government for having afforded me the opportunity of
visiting Iran and for putting at my disposal, in the most generous way,
all the means needed for carrying out my researches. Wherever I went,
I found a friendly welcome and ever fresh examples of that Mihman-
navazi, for which Iran is justly famous. The number of those who
assisted me in one way or another is very large - the mere enumeration
of their names would require some considerable time. I owe sincere
thariks to all of them, most of all to three men, without whose help
I could have accomplished nothing.

Firstly, His Excellency Taqizadeh who had inspired this vigit
and gave me his counsel and never tired of helping me over all my
difficulties.

Secondly, Mr. Mustafavi, who accompanied me in Fars and took
no end of trouble to help me and bore with great patience all our
trials, among them a somewhat inconvenient journey to Sar Mashhad.

And thirdly, Mr. Sami, the Director of Persepolis, whose cons-
tant friendliness, generosity, and hospitability will be one of the most
pleasant memories | shall take home with me from this visit to lran,
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renewed investigation of the inscriptions was unnecessary, that the

inscriptions had been studied sufficiently and often enough. This sug-
gestion reveals a complete misunderstanding of the tiue circumstances,
and with your permission | will say a few words on this point.

Firstly, learning is not static, and what may have been regarded
as sufficiently explored thirty, or twenty, or even ten years ago, can-

not be so regarded now. This, of course, is true of any subject: it is
peculiarly applicable to anything connected with the middle period

of Iranian history and language, the time roughly from the beginning
of the Christian era to Islam.

Our knowledge of this middle period has increased enormously
during the last thirty or twenty years, thanks chiefly to the investigation
of the Middle Iranian materials found in Chinese Turkestan nearly fifty
years ago. Few subjects can boast such cunsiderable progress in so
short a time. The result is that all books dealing with Middle lranian
matters, that were published twenty years ago, are hopelessly out of
date; and that is true even of many published so shortly ago as ten years.

"Now, the last collection of the Pahlavi inscriptions is due to the
'late Professor Herzfeld, who published all then known in his work
"Paikuli’. 1 do not know the precise date of its publication, 1 think.it
is 1924, at any rate well over twenty years ago. At the time, this work
was a master;piece calling for admiration; now, merely by the criterion
of the date on its title-page, it counts among the books that are
out-of-date and stand in need of revision.

Moreover, even at the time of publication Professor Herzield’s
work did not meet all requirements. At the time he had not had the
opportunity to inspect the inscriptions personally, except those of
Paikuli. He was therefore compelled to rely on photographs and
second-hand evidence, never a satisfying procedure. In consequence his
readings of the inscriptions are subject to a good deal of revision, except
in the case of Paikuli where his reading is excellent and little can be

added. But even there a great many changes are necessary to bring
the interpretation of the words up to the present-day state of know-
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You all know the ancient story of Zariadres who fell hopelessly
in love with a princess of a distant land, merely on the report of her
beauty, without ever having seen her; and who went out to find, see,

and finally gain her, in spite of all obstacles. My case was somewhat
similar : | was hopelessly in love with the Pahlavi inscriptions which
| had never seen. From the beginning of my studies, when | was

introduced to the subject by my teachei, the late Professor Andreas, |
had taken a warm interest in the inscriptions. |1 had read all that ever

had been written on them; ! knew by heart every single word that so
far had been deciphered.

So my journey to Fars became a veritable pilgrimage, the consum-
mation of a desire long-felt. At last 1 was allowed to stand before the

inscriptions | had so much wanted to see for well over twenty years.

For three months, spent mostly in pleasant surroundings at
Takht-i Jamshid, | did nothing but look at inscriptions. My room there
became more crowded .every day with the jmpressions of inscriptions,
which filled every corner and covered the whole floor, spread out for
inspection, so that one could move about only with difficulty.

This inspection has not been entirely fruitless. The reading of all
the inscriptions previously published could be improved in many:
places. The text has been established of all the inscriptions that were
known to exist but had either not been published ( such as the long
inscription of Sar-Mashhad ), or not been properly published | such as
the four long inscriptions at the Ka' be-i Zardusht). In addition, about
twenty inscriptions were studied of whose existence nothing had been
heard of before; these are mostly rather short tomb inscriptions from
the end of the Sassanian period, but they also include a hitherto over-
looked Greek inscription of Shapur 1. at Naqsh-i - Rustam.

I hope it will be possible, to publish, as result of this work, a
collection of all the Pahlavi, Parthian, and Greek inscriptions of Fars
within not too long a period. That a fresh collection and edition of
this material is urgently wanted, cannot seriously be doubted. However,
during these last few months, I have often heard it suggested that a



THE PAHLAVI INSCRIPTIONS
by Prof. W. B. HENNING

When | was invited to deliver a lecture before this learned
Society, I wrote out a speech in English, because | was sure that my
Persian is not good enough for your ears. The President, Professor
Par-i Dand, later suggested that a long talk in English on an involved
and specialized subject might prove a little difficult to listen to in
comfort, and so we set about to persuade our learned friend Dr.
Mo‘in not only to translate it into Persian, but to read it himself as
well. I am deeply grateful to Dr. Mo'in for allowing himself to be
persuaded to undertake so tiresome a task.

Accordingly, as Dr. Mo'in is going-to say what | originally had
intended to say, there is really nothing left for me to speak about.“The
suggestion that | should say the same things all over again in English,
or at least a summary of them, does not appeal to me; for such a
repetition would be intolerably boring. Instead, 1 will say a few words
on the reasons why | came to Iran to study the Pahlavi inscriptions,

As most of you will know, the Iranian Minister of Education
kindly invited me to come here for this purpose last year. Although
personal circumstances made it difficult for me to leave London, and
although the interruption of my work there caused some little incon-
venience, | did not hesitate at all to accept this invitation. For not only
was the prospect pleasant that, at long last, | should have the oppor-
tunity to see the country that has been the object of my studies ever
since | first entered the University; but particularly I realized that the
Pahlavi inscriptions, which rank among the most important monuments

of the Iranian past, stood in urgent need of proper investigation.



