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Abstract

The present study intends to investigate the contextual constraints in teaching English as

a foreign language at Mazandaran high schools from the perspective of its teachers. 228

high school teachers from six cities took part in the survey whose ideas were sought using

a researcher-made questionnaire with 32 items on a 5-point Likert scale. The findings of the
study indicates that English language teaching at high schools suffers from all the 7 main types
of constraints identified in the study, i.e. educational technolgy, students, curriculum design,
teachers, high school and education officials, parents and textbooks. In addition, the one-sample
statistical analyses of the data revealed that the above constraints are of differential impacts
upon English teaching. Rank-ordering of the constraints, using Friedman Test, also showed

that educational technology and textbooks are the most and least serious impediments plaguing

English language teaching in the region.

Key Word: contextual constraints, teacher’s cognition, teacher’s educational behavior.
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