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Idioms and usage

Britannica book of English usage. Ed. by Christine Timmons
and Frank Gibney. Garden City, N.Y., Doubleday/Briian-

nica Books, 1980. 655p. : ADS3

Made up in part by excerpts from articles in the Ercyclopaedia
Britannica and partly by new contributions. In three main sections:
(1) English today and how it evolved; (2) The basic tools [with
subsections on grammar, spelling, pronunciation, words and dictio-
naries, the library, and abbreviations): (3) Writing and speaking

cffectively. Bibliography; index. PE25.87

Bryant, Margaret M., ed. Current American usage. N.Y.;
JFunk & Wagnalis, [1962]. 290p. ADS4

A handbook which “attempts to bring together the most recent
information about frequently debated points of usage in English
speech and writing.""—/nirod. Debated points in current usage are
discussed with citations to dictionaries, linguistic treaiments, and
articles in current periodicals, as well as 1o special investigations
made especially for use in this book. PE2835.B67

Copperad, Roy H. American usage and style: the consensus.
N.Y., Van Nostrand Reinhold, [1980]. 433p. ADS5S

“This book revises, brings up to date. and consolidaies two earlier
ones: A4 Dicticnary of Usage and Style and American Usage: the
Consensus [1970)."—Pref. Compares the judgments of various
current dictionaries on disputed points and offers the compiler’s

0N viewson those points. PE1460.C648
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English Usage
420-3.18
FOWLER, H.W. A dictionary of modern English usage. 2nd
ed., revised by Sir E. Gowers. Oxford, Clarendon Press, 1965.
xx, (i), 725p. £5.95; £1.95.

First published 1926.
Some 3.000 entries. A-Z, including ¢. 400 extremely read-

able articles that embody Fowler's personal recommendations
on usage in general and the use of common words. Many brief
and more particularized entries on spelling, pronunciation,
meaning or phraseology are interspersed. Adopts the Socratic
method of teaching by wrong examples. Entry words are
sometimes arbitranly chosen, although a classified guide,
under four broad hcads (eg, "Out of the frying-pan’. on
corrections that only make matters worse) precedes in ihe 2nd
ed. In 1926 Fowler had the O. E.D., with its innumerable
examples of usage down to his own day, to draw upon. but the
new Q.ED. supplement will not be completed for some
ycars. Nevertheless the 2nd ced. well preserves the spirit of the
criginal, adding, for example, more porimantcau and modish
words (cg, ‘anti-novcl’), and giving more dctailed and sympa-
thetic treatment to differences between American and British
English.

J.A. Greenwood’s Find it in Fowler; an alphabetical index
to the Sccond Edition (1965) of HW. Fowler's *“Modern
English usage’... (Princeton, N.J., Wolthart Book Co.. 19569.
113p.}is a detailed key to significant words in Modern English
usage. ‘Makes the contents of ‘Fowler vastly more accessible’
(Choice, v.7, no.l, March 1970, p.S0).

420-3.18

FOWLER, H.W., and FOWLER, F.G. The King's English. 3rd

ed. Oxford, Clarendon Press, 1931 (and reprints). 383p. £2.
95.

Intended as an aid to literary composition. Pt. 1 has chap-
ters entitled Viocabulary, Syniax, Airsand Graces {inversion,
metaphor, etc.), and Punciuation. Pt. 2 has sections on eu-
phony, the use of quotation, grammar, meaning, ambiguity
and style. Many examples of bad phraseology from news-
papers and standard authors are cited throughout.

420-31.18

GOWERS, Sir E. The complete plaim words. 2nd ed., revised by

Sir Bruce Fraser. London, H.MS.0. Harmondsworth,
Middiesex, Penguin llooks, 1573. 332.. £1.

A reconstruction of Plain words (1948) and The ABC of
plain words (1951), first published together as The compleie
plain words. 19534, 'The work is recommended reading in
most parts of the (Civil) service’. Mainly concerned with
choice and lucidity of expression. 13 chapters and zn epilogue
(4. Corrections — 5/8. The choice of words: introductory;
avoiding the superflucus word: choosing the familiar word:
choosing the precise word — 9. The handling of words — 10.
Punctuation. Numecrous examples of good and bad writing.
Bibliography, p.318-20. Index, p.321-32 (subjects in italic:
words discussed, in roman). A classic of its kind.
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BOOK REVIEW DIGEST=

Type: Hefemnce (Bibliographic)

Subject: General Interest

Producer: The H.W. Wison Company

Online Bervice: WILSONLINE

Content: Contains about 29,000 citations. each with excerpts of reviews, to
cwrrent reviews of English-language books. Each citation also containg references
to the reviews. Covers popular and scholarly works of fiction and non-fiction works,
as well as juvenile literature. Sources include over B0 periodicals published in
Canada, the U.K., and the U.S. in the humanities, social sciences, and general

science. Conesponds to Book Review Digest.
Language: English

Coverage: Canada, UK. and US.

Time Span: Apdl 1983 to date

Updating: Twice a week; about 1500 books a month
This dat- base is also avadabile on CO-ROM.

BOOK REVIEW INDEX

Type: Reference (Bibliographic)

Subject: Social Sciences & Humanities

Producer: Gale Research Inc.

Online Service: DIALOG Information Services, Inc. (Fie 137)

Content: Contains cilations to reviews of books and periodicals canied in approxi-
mately 465 journals. Coverage is oriented toward tha humanities and social
sclences, including literature, fine arts, history, education, and library science.
Contains about 1.9 million citations to reviews of approximately 999,000 different

publications. Corresponds to Book Review index.
Language: English

Coverage: U.S.

Time Span: 1969 1o dale

Updating: 3times a year, about 125,000 records a year

BOOKBASE

Type: Reference (Bibliographic)

Swbject: Pubishers & Distributors-Catalogs

Producer: 10D Verlag fuer internationale Dokumentation

Online Service: FIZ Technik (BOOK)

Content: Conlains about 33,000 citations to newly announced English- and
German-language scientiic and technical books, including textbooks, reference
books., handbooks, monographs, reports, and conference proceecings. Covers
agriculture, biology. business management. chemisiry, economics, engineering,
ethnology. general science, geosciences, Bnguistics, mathematics, medicine,
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