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Factors Affecting the Development from the Viewpoint of
Health Indicator s*

Hamid Sepehrdoust*

Abstract

Introduction: Considering the health and Medicare issue plays a distinct role in public policy
discourse of the government in developed societies and most often determine the socio-economic
status of the country. Nowadays, developed countries expect much more from public health
sector, for creating jobs, revenues and healthy social opportunities in addition to basic health
necessities. The aim of the present study is to show regional disparities in lIran through
measurement the level of development of different Provinces with respect to their accessibility to
the health and Medicare facilities.

Methods: In order to accomplish the above mentioned purpose, data regarding 18 health and
Medicare indexes during the years 2006-2008, have been collected from yearly statistics
published by Central Bureau of Statistics, Management and Programming Organization and
Health Network Offices of Iran. The selection of indexes was done on the basis of past related
studies and human development indices. For analysis of data, researcher has used quantified
methods such as Numerical Taxonomy, Coefficient of Deprivation, Standardized Method and
factor analysis to classify the provinces in Iraccording to health care indicators and related
facilities.

Results: The unbalanced distribution of five main factors i.e. Specialists, Urban Health Centers,
Rural Health Centers, Urban waste water Drainage Units and Sub Rural Health, could describe
nearly about 76 percent of differences responsible for regional disparities in Iran. Ranking
analysis show that according to the available data, provinces like Yazd, Semnan and Isfahan had
the highest developing degree and provinces like Sistan Baluchistan, Kohgiloye Boyer Ahmad
and Lorestan had the lowest level of development with respect to the rate of accessibility to
health and Medicare facilities in Iran.

Conclusion: In an efficient socio-economic system, considering the basic principles, basic needs
and improve community health education infrastructure are the basic tasks that should be
regarded by system administrators. In this regard providing suggested programs in the field of
poverty eradication and elimination of socio-economic inequalities and regional differences
within the country seems to be necessary.
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