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Endowments for Copying, Publication, and Purchase of Religious Books
During the Qajar Period

Omid REZA'T

(Wagf and Charity Organization)

Approximately three thousand endowment documents have survived from the Qajar

period. Of these, about twenty, which were prepared in Tehran, Azarbayjan, Esfahan,

Zanjan, Semnan, Fars, and Kerman show the important role of endowments (waqf) in
perpetuation of religious and devotional texts.

Aside from endowments that directly addressed books or book production, we have
a number of endowments in which publication activities were dealt with indirectly.
Usually, these types of endowments assign the surplus income of the fund to books or
book production.

The existing documents show that the lion's share of these endowments were reserved
for procuring religious texts such as those which dealt with Islamic law, doctrine, religious
philosophy, traditions, and Koranic commentaries; and that very little was assigned to
philosophical, mathematical, astronomical, or even medical treatises.

The evidence also demonstrates that the Sheykhi sect of Kerman also relied on

endowments for the promotion of their own doctrines through publishing,
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