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Marzolph, Ulrich. "Mirza 'Ali Qoli Khu'i, Master of Lithograph Illustration" Annali (Istituto Orintale di Napoli) 57,
1-2 (1997) 183-202 + Plates 1-XV; idem, Narrative Illustration in Persian Lithographed Books. Leiden; Boston;
Koln; Brill, 2001.
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’ Nameh-ye Baharestan: vol. 10, 2009, ser. no. 15

Sketching and Copying in the Niello-prints of the Qajar Period

Ali BOUZARI
(Tehran)

This paper studies the only known sketch of a niello for lithograph production that is
signed by the prominent Iranian niello-worker, Mirza “Aliqoli of Khoy. The sketch seems
to have been created in several stages on buff paper. Its outline is first drawn in red pencil
or red ink, on top of which the main design is drawn in black ink, using a fine hair-brush.

The sheet also contains traces of another sketch, which must have been copied by
pricking, and remains noticeable in the perforations that it has left in the paper.

The investigation of other signed niello-prints by Mirza ‘Aliqoli shows that the piece
closest to this sketch in his published works is the scene of "the Fight between Emam
Hossein with the Army of the Infidels," from the Tidfan al-Boka' (published in
1271 A.H./1855 A.D).

The trace of the second sketch on the paper appears to be related to the scene of
"Ma'miin's Poisoning of Emam Reda," from either the 1271 A.H./1854 A.D. edition of
Tufan al-Boka', or from an undated edition of it.

“Aligoli of Khoy's signatures in these two sketches resemble his signatures in the
niello-prints of the 1269 A.H./1853 A.D. edition of Tifan al-Boka".
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