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A Letter to Mahmoud Shehabi by Mohammad Qazvini about the Manuscript of
Nehayat al-Matlub Attributed to Avicenna, and a Verse by Maniichehri of Damghan

Kiyumars MAHMOUDI
(Teharan)

There exists a letter by Mohammad Qazvini in which he responds to two questions
posed to him by Mahmoud Shehabi-ye Khorasani (1287 - 1365/1908 - 1986). The first
of these concerns a treatise entitled the Nebayat al-Matlib and attributed to Avicenna.
This is a theological treatise in Persian, of which the sole known copy was bound with
several other treatises in an old volume, which belonged to Professor Shehabi.
Unfortunately this collection has disappeated after Shehabi's death, and there is not
even a mention of it in the catalogue of Professor Shehabi's library, which was given
to the Astan-e Qods Library as an endowment in 1366.

In his response to this question, Qazvini points out that he referred to many
sources in search of information about this treatise. However, he could not find any
mention of atreatise by this name neither among Avicenna's works nor in the works of
other scholars.

Qazvini also discusses the text of an ode by the poet Manitichehri, who quotes the
opening verses of the maqsiira by Doraidi in one of his odes that he has composed in
the same meter as Doraidi's poem.

Our scant information about the Nebayat al-Matlib is limited to the few pages of
Professor Shehabi's introduction to it, from which we can deduce that he had edited
the text and wanted to publish it.

The present article reproduces the text of Qazvini's letter followed by most of
Shehabi's text. Until either the text of the Nebayar a-Mat/ib or Shehabi's edition of it

are discovered, what is presented in this article is all that we remains from that text.
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