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Vendidad of the Priest, Ravaniyan (dated 1632 A.D.)
(Avesta 1001,

Dr. Katayoun MAZDAPOUR

(Institute for Humanities and Cultural Studies)

The present paper describes a manuscript of the Vendidad, belonging to the priest, Rostam
Khodamorad Ravaniyan (1929 - 2003). The scribe of this manuscript has mentioned its content as:
"Yast, Visperad, Jud-Devdad with Nerang, the type prepare for Yazesn". This same content is also
mentioned in the colophons of the Avesta manuscript of 1607 A.D., which belongs to the Central
Library of Tehran University (no. 11263), and also of the Vendidad codex number 262288 of the
Astan-e Qods. It is clear that all three of these codices belong to the same type.

Following the copying tradition seen in inscribing a number of other Avestan
manuscripts, the codex has two colophons with two different dates: The first, 1632 A.D. is inscribed
at the end of the first part of the manuscript, and the second, 1633 A.D. is placed at its very end.

The scribe of this manuscript may be identified as Fareydin son of Gobad-Shah, son of Rostam,
son of Fareydun, son of Gobad-Shah, son of Bondar, son of Shahmardan, son of Dinayar.

The paper discusses the possibility that this scribe may be related to the two brothers who copied
the Vendidad codices mentioned above; namely, to Fareydun-e Marzban and Bahram-e Marzban. A
consideration of the colophons of these manuscripts shows that these three manuscripts are not
derived from the same archetype; and that while the sons of Marzban depended on the same
archetype-probably a manuscript belonging to their family, Fareydun son of Gobad-Shah relied on
a different archetype. The colophon of this codex also shows that it was commissioned by a

powerful or wealthy patron by the name of Ardashir son of Mchraban Farra (?) Siyavosh.






