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Using the statistical data generated by Khaleghi-Motlagh on added and omitted verses

in six manuscripts of the Shabnameh

Dr. Farhad MEHRAN

(Prof. Emeritus of Neuchatel University)
A by-product of the method of textual criticism used by Khaleghi-Motlagh for reconstructing
the original text of the Shahnameh is a wealth of information on the process of additions
and omissions of verses over time.

The aim of this note is to pursue the statistical analysis Khaleghi-Motlagh initiated
with these data, which consists of some 11,500 verses covering the reign of Kay Khosrow
in six manuscripts (mss.) dated from the thirteenth to fifteenth centuries (614 to 903 Hijri).

The first point made in the paper is that the process of additions and omissions is not
uniform across the text and among the manuscripts. There are significant variations in the
rate of added and omitted verses in the six manuscripts: the oldest ms. is not necessarily
the ms. with the least additions and vice versa the most recent ms. is not necessarily the
one with the largest rate of omissions.

Similarly, no particular pattern emerges from the rate of additions and omissions
across the text. After an initial decrease, the rate of additions increases to reach a peak
in the stories of Akvan Div and Bizhan va Manizha; it then decreases to its lowest level
in the story of Yazdah Rokh before slightly edging up again in the story of Jang-e Bozorg,
A similarly irregular pattern comes out from the rate of omissions.

The second point made in the paper is that additions and omissions are not symmetric.
The process of adding a verse is fundamentally different than the process of omitting a
verse. Adding a verse is generally a more difficult process than omitting one. Thus, there is
a higher overall incidence of omissions (3.4%) than additions (3.0%).

Yet, it is well-known that the total number of verses in Shabnameh mss. generally increases
with time. An explanation of this phenomenon is that while an omission can often be attributed
to an error and its occurrence may be random, an addition can only be purposeful - for example,
to embellish the story, to clarify an ambiguity or to develop an argument. Throughout
time, therefore, an omission tends to be corrected, while an addition, because it occurred
to serve a purpose, has the tendency to persist.

This cumulative nature of additions is studied here by distinguishing between
'transmitted' additions (those that existed in earlier mss.) and 'new' additions (those not
found in earlier mss.). It is shown that as opposed to additions in general, 'transmitted'
additions do follow a clear growing pattern, starting with 0 in the Florence ms. (614 Hijti),
and increasing to 197 in the Istanbul ms. (903 Hijri). A practical application of this result,
as shown in the paper, is the estimation of the date of an undated manuscript based on its

number of 'transmitted' additions.
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