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{ Nameh-ye Baharestan: vols. 8-9, 2007-2008, ser. nos. 13-14

Varia Codicologica
(A continuation of previous discussion - Selective)

Iraj AFSHAR
19

Amount, Weight, and Expenditures of Rashid al-Din Fazlollah's Wrigtings
This paper extracts important information about the titles and characteristics of some of
Rashid al-Din Fazlollah's writings from a holography manuscript of the History of
Wassaf, which is dated 711 hejri (AD 1312). Interestingly enough, the text refers to the

extent, weight, and expenditures of these works.

20

Number of Folios in the Colophon
Scribes rarely include information about the type or amount of paper that was used in
producing the manuscript within their colophons. There is a copy of Rashid al-Din
Fazlollah's Jame* al-Tawatikh in the Topkapi museum, in which the number of the codex's

folios is stated in a note that follows the colophon.

21

Personal Information in Colophons
The texts of colophons are often quite varied and personal. There is a fine copy of the
Sahifa-ye Sajjadiyya (dated 1086/1675), the scribe of which has included personal

information concerning his being unmarried and having no children.

22
Reed Pens of Beyhaq
Abu al-Hasan “Ali b. Zeyd-e¢ Beyhaqi, the author of History of Beyhaq, includes
information about the reed pens that were produced in the city of Beyhaq and were

popular in Khorasan and Mazandaran.

27

On the Nature of Some Marginalia
Some manuscripts show small notes, which are written along the length of the page on the
margin. Most of these notes are lost to the binders' trimmings, however, occasionally
some of them have survived, and show that they were of a temporary nature. These notes
tend to be of two kinds: Notes that concerned titles and chapter headings that fell on that
page, and notes that are about the contents of the page. Manuscript evidence shows that

this custom was prevalent until about one hundred years ago.

29

Decorative Features of Asadi's Orthography
The manuscript of al-Abniya “An al-Haga’eq al-Adwiya (dated 447/1055) in the Austrian
National Library, which was copied by the poet, Asadi of Tis, has interesting
orthographic features that are listed in this paper.
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