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Calligraphic and Codicological Terminology of Tohfat al-Mohebbin

Pejman FIROUZBAKHSH

(Nameh-ye Baharestan)

The first step toward the establishment of alexicon of calligraphy and codicology involves exploring

classical Persian and Arabic texts in order to identify words and expressions that concern these

issues. One of the most important texts for this purpose is Tohfat al-Mohebbin, which contains a

considerable number of calligraphic terms.

Tohfat al-Mohebbin is the second oldest, and the most extensive Persian treaties on calligraphy.
It was composed in 858 AH (1454 AD) by one of the calligraphers who worked for Ebrahim
b. Shahrokh (r.810 - 838/1408 - 1435). The treatise was edited and published by Iraj Afshar and
K. Rana-Hoseyni (Tehran 1376/1997). The present paper offers a complete list of the calligraphic
terms that have been used of this treatise for the consideration of the scholastic community. The list
is arranged by subjects that not only deal with calligraphy perse, but also with scribe, pens, parts of
the book, colophons, ruling, illustration, binding, tools of book making, and chancery terms.
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