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Signs, Designs, and Decorations in Avestan and Middle Persian Manuscripts

Bahram BOROUMAND AMIN

(Tehran)

Seventy Avestan and Middle Persian manuscripts have been examined from a codicological point of
view and an analysis of some of the signs, designs, and decorations used in these manuscripts has
been presented in this article. Styles of pagination and foliation, the manner of writing the first words
of text's sections, framing of the headings, as well as the modes of dotting and punctuation have
been considered. The paper also presents a summary analysis of dotted words, single dots, and
varieties of positura-those formed from three or four dots as well as those formed from a
combination of dots and other designs. Decorative designs (stars, floral, animal, and human) that
have been used for either purely decorative purposes or for marking the text have also been
discussed. Additionally, correction marks, supralineal positioning of words, stretching of letters, as
well as inscribing words in bold have been examined. The article also studies various forms of line-

fillers, words that are inscribed upside-down, and the rulings found in the codices that have been

examined for this study.
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