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Nameh-ye Baharestan: vols. 8-9, 2007-2008, ser. nos. 13-14

Two Recently Found Illustrated Manuscripts of the Shabnaneh
(Central Library of the University of Tehran, no. 11555 & no. 11556)

Iraj AFSHAR

(Prof. Emeritus of Tehran University)
This article describes two manuscripts of the Shahnameh that have been recently purchased by the
Central Library of the University of Tehran.

The first is a Shahnameh manuscript that is dated 902/1496. This is a beautifully executed royal copy of
the text. It has 549 folios that are written in four columns. The ruling of the text is in quadruple lines and
that of the columns in double lines. Thirty-nine folios of this codex are missing, There is only one
illustration in it, and it appears that its other illustrations were cut off for sale, probably sometime at the
end of the Qajar period. The codex measures 33.5 * 22 cm. and is missing its cover. Its text begins with
the Baysonghorid preface in an incomplete form. This manuscript is catalogued as manuscript no. 11555
in the Central Library of the University of Tehran.

The second Shabnameb is an undated copy of the epic, which must hail from the 10* century AH (16®
century AD). It is in 554 folios and measures 24 % 14.5 cm. The text is copied in nastalig. Physical
characteristics of the manuscript indicate that it must have had approximately fifty illustrations that
have been cut off and are missing from it. It is catalogued as manuscript no. 11556 in the Central
Library of the University of Tehran.
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