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A Diluted Karrami Text

Dr. Mohammad Reza SHAFI‘I-KADKANI

(Tehran University)
For nearly half a century, the Karramies were quite influential in every aspect of Khorasan's cultural,
economic, religious, and political life. Although they gradually lost overt control, they retained a form
of weakened influence in some areas of Khorasan. The Karrami sect's powet began to come to its
own in the middle of the fourth century AH (second half of the 10" century AD), reached its zenith
in the second half of the fourth, and continued through the first half of the fifth century AH. Signs
of their presence in different areas of Khorasan may be seen as late at the second half of the sixth
century AH (12* century AD).

An unfortunate impact of the sect's loss of its political and religious influence may be seen in
surviving Karrami texts. Since the total annihilation of these texts was not possible, those who
transmitted them tried to repress their overtly Karrami flavor and while maintaining the essence of
the works in new transcriptions, they expunged their explicitly Karrami teachings as a matter of
political expediency.

The present paper concerns one of these texts, namely a diluted Karrami work entitled Qesas al-
Anbiya’ of Pushanji (INabi), which was composed in Arabic language in the middle of the fifth century
AH (11" century AD), and was translated into Persian some three centuries later by a certain
Mohammad b. As‘ad-e Shushtari. The most explicit sign of the text's Karrami character is found in
its chain of transmitters. Statements that have been attributed to well known Karrami sheiks, such as
Abu Mohammad-e Sajzi, master Ebrahim-e Shiirmeini, and even Mohammad b. Karram himself, are
quoted in the text, with these names deleted. Considering the extent of ideological censorship that
such a text could have suffered in the seventh century AH (13" century AD), the fact that any of it
has been maintained at all may be considered providential.

Only one Arabic copy of this text (entitled: Qesas al-Qoran), which belongs to the Princeton
University has been identified so far. A comparison of the Arabic text with its Persian translation
shows that much of the Arabic's original Karrami flavor has been censored in the Persian copy.
Moreover, because of the translator's lack of familiarity with the history of the sect and the
biographies of its leaders, he has muddled the historical order of some of the material in his
translation.

The author's name is given as: al-Ostad al-Emam al-alem al-*Allama, al-Sayyed Abolhasan al-
Heysam b. Mohammad on the cover of the Arabic manuscript, and is repeated as al-Ostad al-Emam
Abolhasan al-Heysam b. Mohammad throughout the text. It is virtually certain that the author was
cither a native of Herat or resided in that city for a long time because his description of Herat's gates
are so specific that they imply that he had personally seen these gates.

The text is written on 314 folios and each page has twenty nine lines, with approximately twelve
words to each line. An Arabic statement in the hand of someone other than the manuscript's scribe
on the margin of the first folio indicates that the codex must have belonged to a resident of the city
of Halab for a while.



The author often quotes from his ancestor, Mohammad b. Heysam, who was the leader of the
Karrami community sometime during the end of the fourth to the beginning of the fifth century AH
(late 10" and eatly 11™ centuries AD). He also lists several of Mohammad b. Heysam's other
theological treatises. According to a report in a classical Persian text our author had also composed a
history of the Karrami sect. A manuscript of that work must have been extant as late as the first half
of the ninth century AH (mid 15" century AD).

One of the most important pieces of information in this text concerns the Ketab al-Madhab,
which was suspected to be one of the works of the great Karrami sheik, Mohammad b. Karram. The
author confirms our suspicion and clearly states that the Ketab al-Madhab was one of Mohammad
b. Karram's compositions in which he had related some of the moral and ascetical teachings of Jesus.
It appears that the Ketab al-Madhab was readily available in the time of the composition of our text
(430 - 440 AH or 1038 - 1048 AD). Ebrahim Shiirmeini and Abu Sa‘id Qaziyani (or Faryabi) are two
of the authort's other Karrami sources. Judging from his frequent quotations from the works of his
grandfather Mohammad b. Heysam, especially two of his books by the titles of Ketab al-Magamat
and Kerab al-FE7az, he must have depended on his grandfather as one of his main sources. Aside from
these individuals, our author also quotes from unnamed Karrami texts.

Since the authors specifies that he heard his grandfather in the city of Neshabiir in the years 300
and 400 AH (1008 and 1009 AD), and assuming that he was between fifteen and twenty years old at
that time, we may place his date of birth between the years 380 and 385 AH (990 or 995 AD).
Assuming further that he composed his book when he was about fifty years of age, then we may
safely place the date of the text's composition between the years 430 and 440 AH (1038 or 1048 AD);
and since the date of his death is given in other sources as 467 AH (1074 AD), he must have been

about eighty years old at the time of his demise.

\AA





