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The Old Syriac Translation of the Ka/ila wa Dipmna

Dr. Fazel PAKZAD

(University of Tiibingen)

We know of several Syriac translations of Middle Persian texts, most of which are no longer extant.

Fortunately the Syriac translations of the Middle Persian texts of the stories of Sindbad, Alexander,

and the Panchatantra, which are considered quite close to the lost Middle Persian originals of these
works, have survived.

This paper begins with a short discussion of the Syriac translation of the Sindbad and proceeds
to a consideration of the Syriac translation of the Panchatantra.

Compared to Greek, Arabic, and Persian translations of the Panchatantra and the Book of
Sindbad, which are rendered into quite a florid and artistic prose, the Syriac translations tend to be
simple and straightforward. The Syriac translation of the Panchatantra was made from a lost Middle
Persian rendition of the original Sanskrit, that is in twelve chapters. It has been established that the
Greek translation of the book, which was previously thought to have been made directly from the
Middle Persian translation of the text, was in fact made from its Syriac translation. However, the
Greek translator has somewhat changed the simple text of his Syriac exemplar and has created a
highly elaborate and artistic rendition of the straightforward Syriac text.

The Syriac Book of Sindbad was also translated into Arabic, and that Arabic translation, which is
no longer extant, was later rendered into Spanish. The date of the Greek translation of the Book of
Sindbad is placed in the final decades of the 11" century AD.

The Syriac translation of the Panchatantra was probably made, not from the Middle Persian, but
from an Arabic translation of it in the 4" or 5" centuries hejri. This text can be quite useful in editing
the Arabic text of this book. The translator seems to be a Christian cleric, whose prose is full of
Arabic vocabulary and biblical references. The frequency of the Arabic vocabulary in his prose
implies that the translation was effected when Syriac was dying out, and was being replaced by
Arabic.

The headings of the ten chapters of the Syriac translation of the Panchatantra and the
differences of these headings in this translation with what is found in the Indic text and the Arabic,

Persian, Greek, and the old Hebrew translations of the book are given at the end of the article.
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