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Aqa Fatheali's Album or Mir Khalil-e Qalandar's?
(A Study of the album no. 749 at the Library of the Majles-e Shora-ye Eslami)

Amir-Ahmad FALSAFI
(The Iranian Society of Calligraphers)

The Parliament Library in Tehran owns an album that in the library's records is attributed to Aqa

Fatheali-ye Hejab-e Shirazi, the calligrapher who flourished during the reign of Naser al-Din Shah

(1264/1848 - 1313/1896).

The paper presents technical and comparative evidence from several pieces of calligraphy by Aqa
Fath-ali and Mir Khalil-e Qalandar, to prove that the album was in fact executed by Mir Khalil, who
flourished during the Safavid period (907/1501 - 1145/1732)

Mir Khalil emigrated to India during the reign of King Tahmasb I (r. 930/1524 - 984/1576) and

lived in the court of the governor of Bijapir, ‘Adelshah II for some time. He was sent as an
ambassador to the court of the Safavid king, “Abbas II (r. 1052/1642 - 1077/1666) in Estahan.

Calligraphy experts consider his Nastaliq writing to be superior to that of the renowned
calligrapher, Mir ‘Emad of Qazvin (killed 1024/1615).
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