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The Zarafshani Technique in Two Albums by Soltan Ya‘qiib:
A Relic of the Aq Qoyunla and the Qara Qoyunli Periods at Topkapi Sarayi Museum
(no. 2153K & no. 2160K)

Prof. Yoshifusa SEKI

(Tokai University)

There are a number of decorated folios in two calligraphy albums at the library of the Topkapi Sarayi
(no. 2153K and no. 2160K) that are known as Soltan Ya‘qub's Albums. Among the decorative

techniques used on these folios is what is called zarafshan (gold spray) in Persian.

Based on a study of these folios, the author has divided and described the techniques of gold

spraying into three different varieties. The author has also discussed the steps and functionalities

associated with each of these styles and has evaluated the terminology that has been used in older

sources with reference to this manner of decoration. The paper ends with a number of proposals to

help identify and describe manuscripts and calligraphy pieces in which the gold spraying technique

has been employed.
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