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Amir-] Enbir

Mirza Taqi Khan, ot Amir-i Kabir, a8 he came to be known, was one of the
few ratesmen of stature of the Qajar peticd. The son of a cook, he rose rapadly
in government service thanks 1o his ability and the protecnon of the prime
minister, Abu al-Quntn Qaim Magam, Journeys to Russia and Turkey broadened
his views and impressed or him the urgency of reform. and the example of sach
contemporsry modemizers 43 Muhammed Ali of Egypr and Sultan Mahmod 11
probably acted in the same direction. Having helped o secure the aceession of
Nasir 1-Din eo the threne, in 1848, be was eewarded with the premiership. His
thiwe-veat tenure of office was tnarked by reforms in many fields: adminswazian,
educanion, langusge, and economics. In 1353, however, he was dismissed from
office and soon after murdered at the commnand of the shah.

The following account of his artempn w promote the indusial and minmg
development of Lran is uken from the excellent biography by Feridun Adaouyar

{See also works by Avary, Polak, Binhing, Shiel. and Wanon. lyted in the

bibliography.)
Selection & Attvmnpti a¢ Developraent,  ariing fram shoreughirdnen, csnnoe in
1830 any way promote the advancement of

commercr and civilieacion

Feridun Adamiyat, Amirei Kabir wa [ran
¢hran, 1334), pp. 216-16)

Drvarosugnt A¥p Expansior or Inpusray

Amur believed that factories should be
cabluhed in [ran w produce modem
Eutopean manufacture; in other worda,
tl’nuﬁ: new materzal m 11 perary
European civilizenon should be mads within
the country. Henee, he made the encanrage
ment of nahonal indusry one of the man
10 in his economic plan. Binning, the
English author whoem we have often men-
tioned in thit book, st “"Mirra Tage
Khan shows special interent in shuming out
of Tran all foreign industral goods by voe
couraging national indwsrries. This policy,

Binning's satcment it ar varisnce with
the meanires taken by Amyr, for we
e¢ that be was arlmn of modern induserien
in lran. What induced Biinimg to make such
3 statement is thae Amir did nat wish [ran's
impors 10 uiclede all che new industrial
goods and praducts, and conscquently can-
Tt our counmy wnto 3 marker for l;:f 1ale
of foreign goods and thereby mbject it o
exploimtion. On the rantrary, he considered
W oteeHart to make [ran an indusrial
eounery and promote commigtce ahd mod-
em civibzadon. Thus through his effors
many factories were ciablubed, namely:

Two-sugsr refinerics were founded

Maidaper Ark of Sari and Barfurush, which
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1- Bahrein Islands: A Legal and Diplomatic Study of the British-iranian

Controversy.
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2—- The Diplomatic Relations of Persia with Britai;'l, Turkey, and Russia,
1815-1830.
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Bahrein Islands

A Legal and Diplomatic Study
of the British-Iranian Controversy
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