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1. ...gradually obscured to transparence of pure initiations of

.philosophical thought
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3. Two new doctrines ...
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4. The religious beliefs of most of them were either atheistic or

idolatrous.
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5. Their intimate relationship with nature led them into the art of
contemplation and into certain experiences of physical phenomena, specially

the astronomical, but without scientific pretention.
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6. This was due, as I have said, to the influence of the sivilisations of
Mesopotamia and Persia which had intered into commercial and political

relationships with Arab people since the first centuries of Christianity.
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7. Muhammad, one of thouse people, thus could not help being influenced
by the same environment of various religions which surrounded him.
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8. His religious code, therefore, lacked originality.
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9. But he accepted equally from Christianity and Judaism a great number
of religious practices such as prayer, fasting, purification, almsgiving, etc.
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10. As a sanction for morality he adopted eschatological dogmas of the
resurrection and the future life.
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11. The latter’s content is exceedingly poor, philosophically speaking, in
dogma and ethics.
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12. In vain will one look for definitive theories of the nature of God and
his attributes, or of the foreknowledge freedom of such acts, etc.
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13. A theology so agnostic could hardly satisfy the mystical relation of
the soul to it’s creator, which is the basis for relation.
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14. ... He exists and is One who rewards and punishes.
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15. Therfore, if that very deficient creed was adequate for the first Muslims who
were people of simple mentality and with no philosophical traditions, it was decidedly
insufficient for other peoples such as Persian, the Syrians, the Copts and Byzantines

.who had a more complex psychology and a secular theological heritage
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16. ... Abbasid caliphate ...
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17. ...,or the various ramifications which they took among the muslims thinkers
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18. Thus man was free to do good or evil, though the Quran seemed to attribute the
cause of human acts to God.
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19. The struggle of the Mu'tazilites against orthodoxy was crowned with victory in
the third century during the caliphate of al-Mamun, the great friend and protecter of
the philosophers and the Mu'tazilites.
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20. Al-Ma'mun initiated a violent persecution against the orthodox which was

continued by his successors al-Mu'tasem and al-Watheq.
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21. orthodoxy did not recover it’s lost influence until the second half of the third

century under the caliphate of al-Mutawakkil.
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22. In reality, this sect from it's very beginning represented the Zoroastrian spirit of
the Iranian and struggled to dominate the Islamic religion under the present of political
legitimacy.
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23. ... nationalistic rehabilitation ...
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24. To justify better these anti-Islamic ideas, they interpreted the Quran allegorically
and explained the Islamic precepts as symbols in order to suppress them or to replace

them with Zoroastrian practices.
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25 .It is certain that this [powerful current of opinion] was influenced by a select



group of independent thinkers to the extent that the varying degree
of tolerance of the orthodox authorities permitted.
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26.This esoteric character that clothed Muslim philosophy in the
first period of it's History was due not only to the need to defend
itself against the possible sudden attacks of theological intolerance;it

was in addition the simple effect of the continuity and...
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27. ...had a mystical sense ...
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28.He therefore felt obliged ...
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29. The whole Alexandrian school held the same position in
regard to this esoteric, theosophic, illuministic emphasis which the
Muslim philosophers followed with docility.
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30. Then this was the situation of oriental Islam's ideas during
the third century of the Muslim era: the reappearance of former
religions and helenistic culture under the outward appearance of
Islam.
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35. Beginning with the second century,
this hermitic or roving life began to lead to
convent living.
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36. From what seeds could this luxuriant
tree of mysticism put forth shoots in a soil so
little fertilized as the arid and cold Islamic
religion?
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37. For me, Sufism in it's beginnings was
a simple case of imitation, though much was
conscious imitation, of oriental Christian
monkhood.
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38. ...ascetic practices...

31. This religion, which gloried
in being the definitive complement
of all former religions had not been
able to satisfy the desire to understand
speculative and dogmatic problems.
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32. That polygamous and warrior
prophet was not the type of spiritual
perfection to inspire by imitation and
example thouse who might wish to

attain it.
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33. The vague dogmatism of the
Quran did not permit one to conceive
as possible the mystic union of
the soul with it's God; not did the
formulary and external cult of Islam
in itself favour the development of the
emotional life.
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34. ...asceticism and
mortification...
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39. without insisting similarities of both monastic systems, for their
analysis would take a great deal of space, | must warn that almost a priori I
shal affirm the Christian imitation and exclude the Persian and Indian.
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40. I shal give attention to the following facts which are symptomatic.
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41. yes, it would be easy to suppose that beginning with the second
century thouse essential theories of the Indians, theories so analogous to
Muslim mystic pantheism, might have passed to Islam through Persia.
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42. Neither could it be said that that Indian influence might have
lost it's characteristics under Persian disguise, because the Zoroastrian
religion itself had nothing of asceticism.
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