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Abstract

The purpose of the present study was to investigate
the development of theory of mind in normal
children and children with mild mental retardation.
and also to determing the relationship between some
demographic variables such as age, sex, SES, and
theory of mind. The subjects of study consisted of
86 boys and girls (40 mcntally retarded and 40 non-
retarded) aged 7 to 9 years, which were sclected
from special  schoels and  regular  schools.
Participants asscsscd by the Theory of Mind Test,
Levels T TE. and TTL.

The results were analyzed by descriptive statistics,
enc way ANOVA, post-hoc tests, t-test, two way
ANOVA, and multivariate rcgression,

The result revealed that TOM test performance
improved with age. and older children performed
better than younger children. There was no
significant difference between boys and girls on the
1est.

‘The result also revealed that there was a significant
difference between performance of nomal children
and children with mental  retardation.  Some
demographic variables such as father's cducation
aned age were predictors of performance of childeen
in TOM test . This pattern was the same for norrnal

children and children with mental retardation.

Keywords: Theary of Mind: Mild Menlally
Retarded Children; Normal Children:
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