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When in April comes the gentle rain
To end the drought of March, and bathe again
Each thirsting root in liquid of such power

That root must send forth leaf, then bud and flower;
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And when Zephyr, Westwind, softest breeze,
Inspires in all the meadows and the trees
Their fresh new greening; and the springtime sun

Has halfway through the sign of Aries run;

And all small birds that sing all day do try
To sing all night and sleep with open eye

(Their hearts inspired by Nature’s tutelage);

Then all men long to make a pilgrimage.
And last year’s pilgrims, hearts beguiled once more,

Long for more distant saints, more fabled shore.

And especially, from every shire’s end
Of England, now, to Canterbury they wend
To seek St. Thomas, by whose blessed will

They all were helped to health when they were ill.
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Whan that® Aprill with his shoures soote® When sweet
The droghte of March hath perced to the roote

And bathed every veyne in swich licour® such liquid
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Of which vertu® engendred is the flour, By power of which
Whan Zephirus eek® with his sweete breeth also

Inspired hath in every holt® and heeth® wood heath

The tendre croppes,’ and the yonge sonne shoots

Hath in the Ram his half cours y-ronne,

And smale foweles maken® melodye birds make

That slepen al the nyght with open eye,

So priketh hem® Nature in hir corages,’ stirs them their hearts
Than longen® folk to goon® on pilgrymages, Then long go

And palmeres® for to seken® straunge strondes,  pilgrims seek strands
To ferne halwes kouthe® in sondry londes. distant shrines known
And specially, from every shires ende

Of Engelond, to Caunterbury they wende,

The holy, blisful martir for to seke

That hem hath holpen® whan that they were seeke.° helped sick
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1. Geoffrey Chaucer (1340-1400), The Canterbury Tales

2. Edmund Spencer (1552?-99) 3. William Shakespeare (1564-1616)
4. William Caxton (14227-91) 5. Westminister Abbey

6. rhyme royal (or Chaucerian Stanza)

7. iambic pentameter, ababbcc 8. Troylus and Crysede

9. The Parliament of Fowls 10. Sir Thomas Wyatt (1503?-42)
11. Michael Drayton (1563-1631) 12. William Morris (1834-96)

13. John Masefielf (1878-1967) 14. Scottish Chaucerians

15. Robert Henryson (1430-1506) 16. William Dunbar (1465?-15307)
17. Gavin Douglas (1474?-1522)  18. Sir David Lyndsay (1490-1555)
19. King James I (1394-1437) 20. alliteration

21. rime/rhyme 22. heroic couplet
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23. Ben Jonson/Benjamin Jonson (1572-1637)
24. John Donne (1571-1631) 25. Alexander Pope (1688-1744)
26. St Thomas a Becket (1118?-70)
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