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4 TheParthian Empire is a fascinating period of Persian history closely connected to

d Greece and Rome. Ruling from 247 BC. to AD, 228 inarcienit Pérsia (Iran), the Parthians

" defented Alexander the Great's successors, the Ssleiseids, conquéred most of the Middle *

' Rast and southwest Asia, and built Parthia inte zin“anslgfp"su‘perpowe_g.’I‘he-Paﬁhi;aga o
empire revived the greatness cf the Achaemnenid empiré and counterbalanced Rome's

hegemony in the West, Parthia at one tima occupied areas now inlran, Iraq, Turkey; Armenin,

Azerbaidzhan, Turkmenistan, Afghanistan, Pakistan, Syria, Lebanorn, Jordan, Palestine and Tsraé). -

Because limited written historical sources have 'surviv_ed, much of "b\:’h_‘at we know about the Parthians and
their sub-kingdomis of Characenie, Elymais and Persis must be deduced from coins. For that reason, the
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