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I nvestigating the Compar ative Advantage of Agricultural Exports: the
Case of Isfahan Province

N.Akbari*, A.Assari** and S.A.Mortazavi**
*Economics Department, the Uinversity of I sfahan
**Economics Department, Tarbiat M oddar es Univer sity

Abstr act
The added value of the agricultural products has a high share in Iran’s GDP. It is thus necessary to identify
the comparative advantages of various products of this section. Due to the particular climate and
geographical potentials of Isfahan province in agriculture, this paper employs Balasa and Liesner indexes to
measure the revealed comparative advantages of agricultural exports in order to find out the agricultural
potentials of Isfahan province compared to other Iranian provinces and to other countries around the world.
The results attained in a period of 1999-2003 indicate that apple has the highest value of revealed
comparative advantage among other provinces of the country, Middle East and other countries of the world.
There is dso comparative advantage for Isfahan Province in tobacco, frozen vegetables, garlic, honey,
apricot, amond and tomato.

Keywords: Comparative Advantage, Agricultural Products, Liesner and Balasa Indexes, Isfahan Province
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