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A Study of Students' Attitudes towards Political Parties as Combat
Organizations

A., Mohseni Tabrizi* and B., Razavi Alehashem**
*Department of social sciences, University of Tehran
**M.Sc. resear cher of Social Science- University of Tehran.
Abstract
Assuming students as one of the main intellectual groupsin every society, the present study aims at assessing
students' ideas about and attitudes toward roles and functions of political parties as combat organizations in
Iran.

A survey research technique was used as a main research tool. A total of 324 graduate and
undergraduate students of Tehran University, enrolled in social sciences and engineering fields during the
2003-2004 academic year, were selected out of 2100 students through a disproportional stratified sampling
method with the probable desired precision of %5 (d=0.05) and the confidence level of %95.

Research data and other detailed information on the social economic, demographic and other background
variables was collected through the structured questionnaire with internal consistencies of 0.82 (&= 0.82).

Thefindings convey that variables such as students gender, students major fields, socio- economic status
(SES), exposure to media, political participation through voting and political discourse have a significant
relationship with the necessity of establishing political partiesin Iran.

The findings, also supported the hypothesis that, based on the subjects attitudes, political parties as
combat organizations play a significant role, positive or negative, in establishing and strengthening a
functional civil society as well as an efficient government. The evidences also prove that female students are
less inclined towards political parties than the male students. Finally, the findings show that the students
level of education has areverse reationship with positive attitudes toward successful and well-accomplished
political parties in establishing and developing a civil society in contemporary Iranian society.

Key Words: political parties, Combat Organizations, civil society, Political attitudes, efficient government
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