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The Effect of Information and Communication Technology on Ur ban

Land Use Planning
(The Case Study: Cultural — Recreational Usein the Region No Fivein Isfahan)

A.Zarabi’, M.Taghvaei” and R. Mokhtary M alekabadi™
Department of Geography University of |sfahan
Ph D. Student of Geography and Urban Planning

Abstract

The fast development of information technology and the spread of its influential fields in all the
aspects of human life have caused remarkable changes in different areas. The changes have been so fast that
even western scientists look at them with amazement and have tried to analyze, to measure and to mark the
extent of their effects.

In this regard, one of the areas which has been influenced more than the others is the urban area, since
by the development of information and communication technology, the appearance of the cities, as the most
complex human manufactures, is subject to more fundamental changes. Therefore, the purpose of this study
is to examine the spatial changes of urban land use planning of Cultural — Recreational use, with a
comprehensive look at geography, under the influence of the development of information technology through
attributive and measurable studies and meta-analysis.

Thefirst part of the study deals with the analysis of the present conditions of the Cultural—Recreational
use (determining the level and the income and the priority of uses) in the region; in the second part of the



study, focusing on the examined information of the previous part and conforming it to the particular
conditions of Isfahan through some questions and hypotheses, studies comparatively the views of urban
planners in developed countries in the fidd of ICT, the implementation of a survey of the opinions of the
citizens who believe in the public cooperation in planning, the study of the public opinion on the way the
information is spread and its impact on land use planning of Cultural-Recreational use in region five out of
the even regions of Isfahan.

The findings of the study indicate that the per capita of Cultural—Recreational use in the desired region
has some serious shortage and achieving the uses with regard to the suggested income for the development of
urban plans takes a long time and costs a lot, and is hot possible for the time being. On the other hand, there
is a significant relationship between the dectronic citizen leve in the desired area and the acceptance of
different aspects of the information technology about the Cultural—Recreational use, i.e. using information &
communication technology equipment and the related knowledge can compensate for a part of the shortage
and lack of income in figurative spatial frames. In the recent years, experience has proved that the traditional
and hierarchical system of urban management cannot handle the new conditions of the cities. Thus, in the
present conditions, regarding the financial limitations and general weakness of conducting the Cultural—
Recreational projects, exploiting the abilities of information technology in the fild of planning and urban
services, especialy in the figurative aspect of the mentioned uses, providing the required standards and also
identifying their effects shall be of fundamental priorities suggested in the study.

Key words: Information and communication technology, Information community, urban virtual services,
urban land use planning
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