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A Lesson for Students

Extracted from Journal of Membrane Science, 60(1991) 125-145.Elsevier Science Publishers B.V.Amsterdam.
Written By: E.A. Mason

Brown University, Providence, RI 02912(USA)

Final Remarks:

For those readers who are graduate students, here is a story that deserves to be enshrined in the literature:

A rabbit is sitting outside its hole writing its dissertation when a fox comes along.

What are you writing? The fox asked slyly (Foxes are always sly)

My dissertation , answers the rabbit.

And what are you writing it on asks the fox (Slyly).

How to eat foxes.

The fox thinks this is incredibly funny and starts to laugh but the rabbit urge the fox to join her in her hole. The
fox agrees, we see the fox slyly follow the rabbit down, and later the rabbit returns alene to her dissertation.
Along comes a wolf who asks the rabbit, What are you writing there?

My dissertation .

And what are you writing it on?

How to eat a wolf.

And how would a rabbit know anything about eating wolves?

Well , says our rabbit, Why don't you come down into my lab and see?

S0 the wolf follows the rabbit into the hole and soon the rabbit returns to the surface alene again.

Now, if we had been able to see inside the rabbit’s hole, we would have seen piles of bones and a lion. The moral

of the story is: Don't ask, What's your thesis on? ask, who your advisor is?
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