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M. Bazin

Translated: F. Khazdeni

Ethnic Identity and Regional Identity in Iran and Central Asia

Iran is 2 multiethnic state where several regional units such as Kurdistan, Baluchistan,
Télesh or Turkman steppe are named after an ethnic group.

Geographers and ethnologists working together in the same research team (Social
Sciences of the contemporary Iranian World) have studies on the one hand the spatial
differenciation of cultural features among ethnic groups, bound to their ecological environment
and their historical background, and on the other hand how the people percieve themselves as
members of various-scale "ethnospatial” units embodied in one another. Those ethnic identities
conflict, more or less according their position in the "ethnical hierarchy”, with the endeavours of
the state to unify the country, through westernization under the pahlavis of through religius
unamimism in the Islamic Republic.

In central Asia the condition are very complex, because of the soviet falling. This region

has been divided into five states with different ethnic identity.
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Bach of the three republics, Uzbekistan, Tajikestan and Kyrghyzestan includes an

important part of minorities from the two others.
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