ul_',f.uli Ll g 25
Syt gm 33 3 SN
AR STV PRy PR

B3 TISEURELPE

Dr.Fereshteh Ghassemzadeh

Ferdowsi University of Mavhhad

Caspian Lake or Caspian Sea?

The Caspian is the largest lake of the Earth. It is located in western part of the Asia, east of the
Caucasus and north of the Albourz Mountains. Study of the Caspian is interesied because mostly for its
recent rise in water level, production of sturgeon and for ils oil and gas resources.

The Caspian is unique aquatic ecosystems, because of its longitudinal zonations (north, central and
south) in salinity, depth and climate. These zones are more different from each other than are many
individual lakes. The north and central zones are dimictic, whereas the south would rapidly revert to a
meromictic basin, becouse of salinity driven mechanism of reoxygenation. The biota of the Caspian basin
are all euryhaline, and typical marine groups are lacking. Furthermore, intralacustrine Speciation is
comparable to that of other ancient lakes.

It is concluded that except for its large volume of water, there are no agreements Lo call the
Caspian as a sea. It has never been connected to the world ocean, when it united with the Black Sea and it

was called the Pontic Basin, Pontic was a true lake itself. Therefore, the Caspian is a lake and is not a sea.
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