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QANAT: A RECONSIDERATION OF THE IRANIAN
[RRIGATION SYSTEM

By: Hassan Ali Ghayoor, (ph.D).)
Geography Department of Isfahan university.

In Iran, more than in any other place in the world today, Qanat is used to
supply water for irrigation, In recent years, however, with the advent of new
technology, a number of researchers have raised doubts concerning the
economic advantage of employing such systems. Although these eriticisms can
be justified in certain areas, Qanats still continue to play their significant rolein
the agriculture of the country. '

Considering the great amount of investment in Qanats over the centurics, it
is not economically in the interest of the nation to think of them as issues of the
past. A Combination of the advantages of both the new technology and the old
system can lead to more fruitful results in many areas.

In the present investigation attempts have been made to study the
geographical distribution of the Qanats together with the pros and cons of the
wheole system and offer recommendations which can result in the successtul
combination of this system and modern practices in irrigation,
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